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The Death of ‘Strafer’ Gott
	
On the afternoon of 7th August 1942 four Messerschmitt Bf109Fs of II/JG27 were on a 
‘freie jagd’ patrol over Egypt when they spotted a lone Bristol Bombay transport aircraft 
flying at low level over the desert.  After a first devastating firing pass from the fighters, 
the pilot of the Bombay, Sergeant ‘Jimmy’ James immediately force landed the aircraft onto 
the barren scrubland below and ordered an immediate evacuation of the aircraft.  At this 
moment a second Messerschmitt swooped into attack and strafed the still moving Bombay, 
killing most of the passengers on board.  The fatalities included Lieutenant General William 
Gott who had just been appointed commander of the 8th Army by Churchill, who was said 
to have wept openly when he heard the news.
This loss of the most senior British soldier to be killed by enemy fire in WWII, led to the 
hasty appointment of the little known Bernard Montgomery to replace Gott.  ‘Monty’ as he 
became known, went on of course to lead the 8th Army to great successes at El Alamein 
and beyond, the hand of fate having given him the opportunity to become one of the most 
famous Generals of the war.

This painting was commissioned for Osprey’s JG27 book  in the Elite Units series.  I chatted 
to the author John Weal about possible subjects and this one stood out clearly for its 
historical significance.  By complete chance some years later I was introduced to an ex-RAF 
pilot who turned out to be none other than ‘Jimmy’ James the pilot of the Bombay and one 
of the only survivors of this event.  We discussed the combat in great detail from his point of 
view and I believe that he had also spoken post-war to one of the Bf109 pilots.  There is a 
theory that this may not have been such a ‘chance’ encounter and that maybe the Germans 
knew about Gott’s presence on this aircraft.  I promised Jimmy that I’d repaint the scene 
from his point of view and I’m ashamed to say that as yet, it’s still on my to-do list.  Hopefully 
it’ll appear in volume three.
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The Palm Sunday Massacre
	
By the middle of April 1943, the German position in North Africa was looking hopeless and the Luftwaffe was tasked with the 
urgent evacuation of as many troops as possible from Tunisia.  On Sunday 18th April a large formation of over 70 Junkers Ju52 
transport aircraft was spotted near Cape Bon by patrolling P-40s of the 57th Fighter Group.  Captain James G Curl leading the 
American fighters in ‘Buckeye Blitz’ led the 48 P-40s down into attack as a handful of Bf109s tried to protect the lumbering 
transport aircraft.  The ensuing combat saw the 57th Fighter Group claim no less than 76 aircraft destroyed for the loss of just six 
P-40s.  Curl himself claimed two Ju52s, one Bf109 and two Ju52s damaged.

Four days later, another massed formation of some 20 German transports, this time the huge six-engined Me323, was spotted in 
the same area by Spitfires of 1 Squadron SAAF.  Again a fighter escort of Bf109s and Macchi C.202s tried to protect the transports 
but again the German fighters were heavily outnumbered.  In all, 14 Me323s were shot down into the sea along with several of 
their fighter escorts.  These terrible losses forced the Germans to halt the daylight transport missions immediately thus disrupting 
significantly the flow of troops back to the Italian mainland.  In the picture below, Lieutenant ‘Robbie’ Robinson in Spitfire Vc 
JG959 shoots down one of the Bf109 fighter escorts as another Spitfire closes in on an Me323 below.
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Lieutenant Nikolai Kuznetsov of 436 IAP engages 
Bf109s in his P-40K during a Sturmovik escort 
mission on 26th December 1942 in the region of 
Velikiye Luki.  Kuznetsov’s P-40 was just one of 
over 2000 supplied to the Russians as part of the 
Lend-Lease agreements.

P-40 over Russia
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Jnr Lt V P Aleksukhin and his gunner A D Gatayunov of 
the 617th ShAP attack German armoured vehicles during 
the Battle of Kursk in August 1943.  Their IL-2 Sturmovik 
bore the name of Aleksandr Suvorov a famous Russian 
Field Marshal of the 18th Century.

Sturmovik Attack
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Combat over Finland
	
	
A Focke Wulf Fw 189 of Aufkl.Gr. (H) 32 on an early morning reconnaissance mission, runs into trouble 
in the form of a formation of Soviet Hurricanes over Loukhi, Finland, 4th May 1943.  The Hawker 
Hurricane was another Lend-Lease aircraft that saw extensive service with the Soviets during WWII.  
Re-armed with Soviet machine guns to ensure a constant supply of ammunition, the Soviet Hurricanes 
performed very well against sometimes far superior opposition.

In the painting below, a Hurricane Mk.IIB Z3768 ‘white 49’, with the inscription ‘For the All-Union 
Communist Party of Bolsheviks (VKPb)’ flown by Dmitriy Amosov shoots down a Bf109E of 14/JG77 
near Murmansk on 15th December 1941.
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Captain Mark Gallay a test pilot from 
the Flight Testing Institute shoots 
down a Dornier Do17Z of 9/KG3 
during the first raid on Moscow on 21st 
July 1941.  He was serving with the 
hastily formed 2nd Separate Fighter 
Air Squadron of the Moscow Air 
Defence Forces at the time alongside 
fellow test pilots.   The Dornier flown 
by Lt Kurt Kuhn crashed shortly 
afterwards.

Moscow 
Defender

MOSCOW DEFENDER
Acrylic on board, 15” x 11”, 2011
Artist’s Collection

	
Leutnant Heinz Jungclaussen Staffelkapitän 
of 6/StG2 dives his Junkers Ju87 ‘Stuka’ 
onto a Soviet target near the ‘Red October’ 
iron works at Stalingrad in the winter of 
1942.  Jungclaussen went on to fly and 
survive over 1000 Stuka missions before 
taking a spell as an instructor in early 1944.  
He returned to operations in November of 
the same year flying Focke Wulf 190s with 
3/SG4, but his vast experience stood little 
chance against increasingly overwhelming 
odds.  On Boxing Day 1944 he was killed 
in action south of Koblenz in a combat with 
RAF Typhoons.

Stuka over 
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