Luftwafte Casualties

15 August 1940 - 14.50 - 15.15 hrs. Combat D. Kent

5/JG51 Me109E-4 Fell into the sea 3 miles north-west of Margate, while on a ‘Freiejagd’.
2+ Ff: Fw Otto Steigenberger PoW, rescued by the Margate Lifeboat.
Editor’s Note: Steigenberger was flying as part of the Martlesham Heath raid but got mixed up in this
combat as he was passing North Foreland!

6/JG51 Me109E-3 Force landed at Wissant 15% damage. Ff: Fw Arthur Haase wounded.

Stab 1/JG54 Me109 E-4 Fell into the Channel. Ff: Ltn Ferdinand Gerlach (Gruppen-Adjutant)
missing.

2/JG54 Me109E-4 Crashed at Courtrai, France, on return. Ff: Fw Georg Schnaar killed.

Stab I/IKG3 Do17 Z-3 Force landed at Wissant with 60% damage. Oberst Frhr von Wechmar
(Gruppenkommandeur) and Oblt Koehnke both wounded.

6/KG3 Do17Z-2 On marshes one mile east of Reculver, Kent. Lt Heinz Kringler, Uffz

5K+LP Herbert Depenheuer, and Gefr Oscar Rohleder all killed. Ogefr W Duda

- PoW. See report of S/Ldr McNab, 111 Squadron.

6/KG3 Do17Z-2 Fell into the sea between Deal and Ramsgate. Lt Hans-Eberhard Walter, Below: KG3 took a real

Fw F Schauer, Uffz E Kirchubel and Uffz A Pieronczyk all baled out - hammering from the
PoWs. RAF in this combat with

two Do17s being shot

2/KG3 Do17 Z-2 Returned damaged. Gefr Reinhardt wounded. Lt Krug, Gefr Burkhardt, down and six others

and Gefr Bruckmann all safe. returning to France like
this, full of holes and

with wounded aboard.

6/KG3 Do17 Z-2 Returned damaged. One airman wounded. N
It is a testament to the
6/KG3 Do17 Z-2 Returned damaged. One airman wounded. strength of the Do17
or more likely the
6/KG3 Do17 Z-2 Returned damaged. Two airmen wounded. weakness of the RAF’s
.303 ammunition, that
6/KG3 Do17 Z-2 Returned with 60% damage. Crew safe. so many of them made

it back.
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The ‘30 plus’ raid passed North Foreland undetected because the RDF station there had been put out of action when its power supply
was damaged in the earlier Ju87 raid on Hawkinge and Lympne. It was first plotted off Orfordness and made landfall at 15.09 hours.
The raid consisted of nine Me109s of 3/EprGr210 and sixteen Me110s of 1 and 2/EprGr210, heading for Martlesham Heath, escorted
by Me109s from | and I1/JG51 and Me110s of 111/ZG26.

The following squadrons were ordered into action:

1 Sqgn 9 Hurricanes already up patrolling Clacton. 17 Sgn 6 Hurricanes returning to Martlesham Heath.

17 Sgn 4 Hurricanes up from Martlesham Heath to the east coast. 19 Sqn 12 Spitfires up from Duxford to patrol the east coast.
32 Sqgn Hurricanes up to patrol t between Manston and Hawkinge. 54 Sqn Spitfires up to patrol the east coast.

66 Sqn Spitfires up from Duxford to patrol the east coast. 242 Sqgn Hurricanes up from Coltishall to patrol the east coast.

1 Squadron and part of 17 Squadron engaged near Orfordness and Martlesham Heath, which was bombed. 32 Squadron saw some
Me109s off Harwich. 19, 54, 66 and 242 Squadrons failed to locate the raiders.

Two attacks were reported by Martlesham Heath, at 15.15 and 15.26 hours, but damage was restricted to two hangars and some
buildings. Most damage was caused when a fully bombed-up Fairey Battle was hit and subsequently exploded.

RAF Victory Claims Combat E 14.55-15.30 hrs
1 Sgn F/O P G H Matthews Ju88 damaged Martlesham
1 Sgn P/O H J Mann Me109 destroyed Martlesham
1 Sgn P/O J F Elkington Me109 destroyed Martlesham
17 Sgn F/O W J Harper Me109 destroyed 1 mile east of Felixstowe
32 Sgn P/O B Wiasnowolski Me109 destroyed off Harwich
1/JG51 Hptm Hans-Heinrich Brustellin Hurricane
1/JG51 Oblt Wilhelm Hachfeld Hurricane
1/JG51 Oblt Hermann-Friedrich Joppien Hurricane
2/JG51 Hptm Ernst Wiggers Spitfire
4/JG51 Oblt Josef F6z6 Hurricane east of Burnham on Crouch
4/JG51 Lt Heinrich Tornow Hurricane east of Burnham on Crouch
6/JG51 Fw Arthur Haase Hurricane east of Clacton
6/JG51 Oblt Josef Priller Hurricane 1km east of Clacton
111/2G26 Maj Johann Schalk Hurricane south of Harwich

111/2G26 Oblt Glinther Tonne Hurricane



