
B.I (SPECIAL)

Given the Avro modification number 1693, the Lancaster B.I (Special) was designed to carry both Grand Slam 
and Tallboy bombs. In addition to a single prototype conversion, 32 production examples were built of which 
PB995 was the first, all being completed with Merlin 24s and A5/159 paddle blade propellers. The aircraft 
spent its entire life as an A&AEE trials machine and as seen here when photographed at Boscombe Down 
in early 1945 she wore standard night camouflage with a full complement of turrets. As with all subsequent 
aircraft PB995’s front turret was later removed and faired over, the bulky Stabilized Automatic Bomb Sight 
(SABS) being a standard fit on the B.I (Special).  Sometimes seen on Merlin Lancs (although usually 
obliterated by exhaust staining), the light-coloured square (arrowed) visible on the port outer nacelle is the 
engine oil tank access panel bearing the legend ‘DTD 472B OIL’.

Below: Of note on the left of this shot of Les Munro is the small guide 
pulley (A) for Upkeep’s self-destruct fuse arming cable, the main fixed 
aerial forward insulator (B) and glycol nozzle fairing cut-outs (C). 

Right: The aircraft with which Les Knight’s crew breached the Eder dam, 
ED912 AJ-N is seen here after Chastise with Terry Kearns and his crew. 
Although now sporting a SABS bombsight the aircraft is still in Upkeep 
configuration and is seen in company with a Fordson WOT1 crew bus. 
The Saint nose art was applied for Kearns after the Dams Raid.
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Like PB995 seen here, all 
the production B.I (Special) 
aircraft were fitted with taller 
astrodomes and deepened 
bomb aimer’s blisters, 
required to permit installation 
of the large SABS bombsight. 
For handling trials PB995 was 
fitted with inert, sand-filled 
Grand Slams, and although 
twice slated to make the first 
live drop on the Ashley Walk 
range, bad weather intervened 
on both occasions and the 
honour went instead to B.I 
(Special) prototype PB592/G. 

Right:  American 617 Squadron pilot Lt Bill Adams and crew pose with 
newly delivered PD113 at Woodhall Spa in early March 1945. In common 
with all early production B.I (Special)s, as seen here the aircraft was 
originally painted in standard night camouflage and had a mid-upper 
turret fitted, the fairing for which is just visible. The turret was still installed 
during PD113’s first operation to the Arnsberg Viaduct on 19 March 1945 
but was removed immediately afterwards, and the aircraft’s FN120 rear 
turret was also soon modified (see Page 72).

Below: Production B.I (Special) Lancs were also fitted with the stronger 
Mk.IV (Mod.1195) undercarriage designed for the Lincoln, as seen here 
on PD113, now coded YZ-T. In addition to larger wheels and air-cooled 
brakes the early Mk.IV undercarriages also featured grooved tread tyres. 
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LANCASTER B.I (Special) PB996 YZ-C 617 SQUADRON (MARCH 1945)

Modeller’s notes

Below: Led by 617 C.O. G/C Johnny Fauquier’s PD119 YZ-J, PB996 YZ-C 
heads for home after the successful attack on the Arnsberg Viaduct on 
19 March 1945. The contrast between the two camouflage schemes is 
noteworthy, as is the evidence of hasty removal of PB996’s mid-upper 
turret. The bomb shackles on both aircraft are in the stowed position, 
having been hoisted up by a crew member using retraction cables 
attached to the ends of the shackles. 

Left: The electrical release unit having just fired, F/O Phil Martin’s PB996 
springs upwards as it is relieved of its 10-ton bomb!

Faired off nose turret.
Mid-upper turret removed.
Red dope patch around mid upper area.
Tall astrodome.
No port observation blister.
No fuselage windows.
Red Code letters with yellow outline repeated 
above and below tailplane, (Z) reversed 
underneath.
No exhaust shrouds.
SABS bomb-sight.
Rear Turret with central structure cut away.
No Lorenz ‘towel rail’ aerial.
T shaped Rad Alt aerials under tailplane.

Below: Although of poor quality, these further stills from the successful Arnsberg attack shows the squadron and aircraft code letters which 
were painted on undersides of PB996’s tailplanes. Note that the Z is reversed!

Also visible in the left photo are the small T-shape aerials (arrowed) under the tailplane for the American SCR-718 radar altimeter, 
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Although the aircraft type is inextricably linked with Grand Slam, ironically the B.I 
(Special) actually dropped many more Tallboys than it did the larger weapon. Both 
bombs used the same restraint shackle but as seen here on PD129 YZ-O, when 
retaining the smaller diameter Tallboy the upper links of the shackles were not used. 
The shackles were also angled outward when carrying the smaller bomb, rather than 
running vertically into the bomb bay roof when carrying a Grand Slam.  A small bomb 
rack used for dropping 11 ½ lb practice bombs is also visible mounted on the ventral 
turret blanking plate (arrowed).

Left: 617 Squadron C.O. G/C Johnny Fauquier with his 
regular aircraft PD119 YZ-J. Of note are the trailing aerial 
shroud (A), cabin heating air exhaust vent (B) beneath the 
wing leading edge and main spar stencil ‘FIT JACKING 
PADS HERE’ (C). Below the rather crudely finished bomb 
bay fairings two adjustable bomb crutches (D) are visible, 
while resting on the Grand Slam are the electrical release 
and retraction cables (E). The Grand Slam itself has been 
noticeably marked by steel slinging cables during ground 
transportation. 

Below: A nice close-up of the restraint shackle underneath 
YZ-T PD113 (also seen on page 65). Normally electrically 
operated, the shackle’s back-up mechanical release was a 
modified version of the glider and Upkeep manual release 
system, the operating T-handle being located on the pilot’s 
floor forward of the flap lever. Visible here are the bomb 
release unit electrical cable (F), release unit ice guard (G) 
and manual release cable (H).
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