
Upper left: The rear fuselage of a B.IV Series II on the Hatfield assembly line in late May 1943. This is looking directly onto the rear of bulkhead seven mounted to which 
are the tailplane (1) and tailwheel (2). The lower pair of tailplane adjustable support tubes are at (3) with the tailwheel mudguard at (4). (5) are the rudder trim cables 
and (6) the elevator cables, the port elevator trim tab being visible at (7). Note the earlier round (or ‘balloon’) tailwheel tyre has now been replaced by the double ridged 
Marstrand anti-shimmy unit (8).

Upper right: The tailcone of B.IV Series II DZ313 showing the navigation lamp (A) and formation keeping lamp (B) on its extremity. The formation keeping lamp would 
later be deleted following the introduction of RESIN (Restricted Intensity) lights on the wingtips. (C) is the inspection panel for the elevator centre hinge and (D) is the 
fairing for the elevator cables torque shaft lever. The recess for the port elevator gust lock can be seen at (E).

Above: The second Mosquito bomber squadron 
was No.139, two of their B.IV Series II’s, DZ421 ‘XD-
Bar G’ and DZ464 ‘XD-C’, seen here. 139 initially 
borrowed aircraft from 105 Squadron but operated 
its own Mosquitoes from December 1942.

Inset right: B.IV Series II’s of 139 Squadron running 
up at Marham, nearest the camera is DZ421 
‘XD-G’ (but minus the Bar above the G as seen 
above). Note that DZ421 features a longitudinal 
stiffening strake above the rear fuselage access 
hatch (arrowed). As ‘Mod 167’, the stiffening 
strake was introduced on production Mosquitoes 
from December 1942 and reinforced the fuselage 
monocoque shell above the weak point of the 
hatch cut out, existing aircraft being retrofitted. This 
weakness was first identified following an incident 
with W4050 during A&AEE trials in February 1941.
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139 Squadron B.IV Series II DZ470 ‘XD-N’ in early 1943. Note 
the fabric covered elevators (with the starboard unit’s inspection 
panel at (1)). In January 1944 ‘Mod 284’ was introduced 
replacing fabric covered elevators with metal skinned units on 
all variants of Mosquito (with the exception of the PR. I and 
B.IV Series I). The bulge on the tailcone (2) is the fairing for the 
elevator static balance weight.

Main photo: Another photo of 139 Squadron B.IV Series 
II DZ464 ‘XD-C’, by now equipped with exhaust stubs in 
place of its original flame damping shrouds (see P.43). 
Delivered to 139 Squadron on 29 January 1943, DZ464 
had a relatively short career, being shot down by flak 
over the French coast while returning from a raid on 
Orleans on 12 May 1943. Note that the fixed aerial mast 
has been removed. The stiffening strake above the rear 
access hatch is clearly visible.

Inset right: During a daylight raid on Ijmuiden on 22 
September 1942, 105 Squadron B.IV Series II DK337 
‘GB-N’ incurred light flak damage to the starboard 
fuselage and inner flap, half of the flap top skin 
being blown away. Note the open rear access hatch 
(arrowed).
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Main photo: With its pitot mast covered (arrowed), DZ470 undergoes a compass swing at Marham. Delivered to 139 
Squadron on 5th February 1943, DZ470 was regularly crewed by Flg Off C.V. Pereira and Flg Off G.H. Gilbert. This 
aircraft was lost on its fifteenth sortie, an attack on engine sheds at Mechelen on 11 April 1943. Note the ice guard on the 
starboard lower cowling carburettor air intake (1) plus the handle for the signal pistol (2) just visible in the canopy roof.  

Inset above:  Flg Off C.V. Pereira (right) and Flg Off G.H. Gilbert (left) by the nose of DZ470 at Marham. Judging by the 
small tally of bomb symbols on the nose, this photo would appear to date from early spring 1943. The small plate (3) 
on the starboard inner engine cowling reads: ‘Engine must not be run without exhaust shrouds’. Note the plate type air 
thermometer under the nose (4).

MOSQUITO B.IV SERIES II DZ470, XD-N, 139 SQUADRON, MARCH 1943

MODELLER’S NOTES

Aircraft:
Mid production B.IV Series II.
Long undercarriage nacelles extending beyond wing trailing edge.
‘No.2 Tailplane’ 20ft 9in in span.
Fabric covered elevators.
‘Saxophone’ exhausts contained within flame damping shrouds.
Longitudinal stiffening strake on starboard side of fuselage 
above rear access hatch.
‘Round’ tail wheel tyre.
‘Tear Drop’ observation blisters on canopy side panels.
Navigation and Formation keeping lights on wingtips.
Fixed aerial mast with Bakelite mounting ring surround.
Ice guards on lower cowling carburettor air intakes.
Aerial wire for TR.9F transmitter receiver running from port tailplane to fixed aerial mast.
Fairing fitted to windscreen de-icing jet nozzle on nose upper surface.
Trailing aerial tube beneath nose.
Two lamps mounted one above the other on extremity of tail cone (Formation Keeping and 
Navigation lamps respectively). 
Inconel heat resistant panel inserts on engine side cowlings, aft of exhaust shrouds.
Single-disc brakes (with slotted mainwheel hubs on port outer, and starboard inner, 
respectively).
Six bomb symbols on the nose, possibly in yellow.
Straight demarcation line for nose camouflage.
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