Below: Developed as a private venture by de Havilland,
the DH 115, T 11 ‘Vampire trainer’ filled a perceived
need for a side-by-side two-seat trainer. Developed by
Airspeed at Christchurch, Hampshire, it was based on

FINS AND TAILPLANE

an NF 10 cockpit and FB 5 wings. It was adopted by the
RAF as its standard advanced trainer, marking a new era
where pilots gained their ‘wings’ on jets. It was first flown
in December 1951 and aircraft were soon delivered to
Advanced Flying Schools. Martin Baker Mk.3B ejector
seats were fitted from 1953 after 143 had been built,

the earlier aircraft being retrofitted until 1957. On 1
November 1955 the first double ejection took place when
XE961 got into an inverted spin and the instructor could
not recover. Master Pilot Evans and Pilot Officer Jago of 8
FTS successfully ejected over Bardney, Lincolnshire.

The tailplane and fins of the Vampire evolved considerably during its operational career, these photos illustrate that evolution.
A) The original ‘witches hat’ shaped fins and high mounted tailplane on the prototype LZ548

B) The same aircraft with the tops of the fins experimentally removed to reduce excessive yaw/snaking in flight.

C) The F 1 and F 2 had the squared off fins with the high set tailplane

D) The F 3 introduced the rounded fin and lower set tailplane with the bullet fairing at the base of the fin

E) The two-seat NF10 extended the rudder to a more pointed shape and also extended the tailplane outboard of the fins (F)

G) The T 11 trainer further increased the fin area by adding a fillet extension to replace the bullet fairing.

WZ551, shown here, displays the yellow ‘training’ bands
on its overall silver finish. (ww2images.com)

Left: Vampire T 11 XD426 was part of a large production
batch constructed from September 1953. It saw extensive
service with several Flying Training Schools and the RAF
College, until being withdrawn on 13 March 1964 to be
used for fire practice at Syerston. (ww2images.com)




The ‘office’ of the Vampire was remarkably simple with

most instruments labelled or self-explanatory. ! B : RAF SUUAD RU N S

High over its Hampshire base in May 1951 Vampire FB 5 VX975 ‘Y’ of 247 Squadron shows the standard
markings of the period including the badge flanked by small black outlined red bars under the cockpit (MoD)



@ RAF VAMPIRE SQUADRON CODES

At the time of the Munich Cirisis in late September 1938 aircraft of front-line
RAF squadrons became identified by a two-letter combination, generally
referred to as the ‘squadron code’. These were a random selection of letters
(and later a number) and expanded to include operational training units too.
The system continued into the early post-war years but generally fell out of use
by the early 1950s, being replaced by colourful unit markings. The Vampire’s
service straddled the change and aircraft of many squadrons and operational
training units wore both. Some large operational training units were allocated
several code combinations, for example the Vampires of 226 OCU used ‘HX’
for its Gunnery Squadron and ‘KR’ for its tactical squadron and UU for the
conversion flight. Similarly, 229 OCU used ‘ES’ and ‘RS’. Their last use was on
the Hunters and Vampires of 229 Operational Conversion Unit during the late
1950s.

These Vampire FB 5s, including VZ873/8W-A, VZ325/8W-E, WA397/8W-L,
WA399/8W-C and VZ845/8W-K, at Edzell in July 1952 wear the ‘8W’ codes of
612 Squadron that had also been used by the unit during WW2. (R Robertson)

CODE UNIT TYPE DATES USED EXAMPLE THEATRE
6D 631 Vampire F 1 8.48-2.49 TG447/6D-V UK
6D 20 Vampire F 1 2.49-3.51 VF273/6D-N UK
6T 608 Vampire F 1 5.50-c8.50 VT831/6T-P UK
7B 595 Vampire F 1 12.46-10.48 VF283/7B-0 UK
SW 612 Vampire FB 5 6.51-12.51 VZ325/8W-E UK
AP 130 Vampire F 1 10.46-1.47 TG351/AP-V UK
AP 72 Vampire F 1 1.47-5.48 VF304/AP-B UK
BB 226 OCU Vampire F 1 8.46-5.50 TG290/BB-G UK
EG 16 Vampire FB 5 12.48-c6.51 VV557/EG-H Germany
ES 229 OCU Vampire FB 5 12.50-10.56 VX870/ES-L UK
ES 229 OCU Vampire T 11 1.53-11.58 WZ460/ES-20 UK
EX 11 Vampire FB 5 8.50-12.52 VV634/EX-B Germany
FG 72 Vampire F 1 2.47-10-48 VF309/FG-W UK
FG 72 Vampire F 3 6.48-2.50 VV194/FG-B UK
FG 72 Vampire FB 5 11.49-7.52 VZ305/FG-N UK
GO CFE Vampire F 1 46-1.49 TG332/GO-I UK
GZ 32 Vampire F 3 7.48-8.50 VG697/GZ-E ME
HF 54 Vampire F 1 10.46-8.48 TG298/HF-F UK
HT 601 Vampire F 3 1.49-c.51 VT871/HT-N UK
HX 203 AFS Vampire FB 5 7.47-9.49 VVA453/HX-U UK
HX 226 OCU Vampire FB 5 9.49-12.50 VV486/HX-L UK
J5 3 Vampire F 1 4.48-5.49 VF279/)5-T Germany
J5 3 Vampire FB 5 5.49-c.50 VV532/J5-A Germany
KR 226 OCU Vampire FB 5 9.49-12.50 WA112/KR-F UK
LA 607 Vampire FB 5 4.51-.c52 WA291/LA-K UK
LO 602 Vampire FB 5 1.51-c.51 WA137/LO-D UK
NG 604 Vampire F 3 11.49-c.50 VF329/NG-E UK
NR 605 Vampire F 1 11.49-5.51 TG381/NR-A UK
NR 605 Vampire FB 5 4.51-11.51 WA320/NR-F UK
Q3 613 Vampire F 1 9.49-4.50 1G336/Q3_D UK
Q3 613 Vampire FB 5 2.51-12.53 VV616/Q3-K UK
Q3 613 Vampire F 3 9.52-2/53 VF329/Q3-G UK
Qo 167 Vampire FB 5 2.53-c.54 WA183/Q0-X UK
RS 229 OCU Vampire FB 5 12.50-c.56 VX977/RS-P UK
RS 229 OCU Vampire T 11 1.53-11.58 WZ467/RS-25 UK
SD 501 Vampire F 1 1.49-6.51 VF282/SD-R UK
SD 501 Vampire F 3 4.49-6.51 TG304/SD-J UK
TH 20 Vampire F 3 11.49-9.51 VT868/TH-0 UK
UP 4 Vampire FB 5 7.50-.c.51 WA120/UP-A Germany
uu 226 OCU Vampire T 11 9.54-6.55 XE923/UU-T UK
V9 502 Vampire FB 5 3.51-11.51 WA294/V9-C UK
WH APS Vampire F 3 3.50 VT797/WH-P UK
WH APS Vampire FB 5 9.50-7.51 VZ269/WH-J UK
WH APS Vampire T 11 8.52-c.54 WZ619/WH-K UK
XC 26 Vampire FB 5 4.49-4.51 VV531/XC-K Germany
XL 226 OCU Vampire F 1 1.47-5.47 TG***/XL-N UK
Y 247 Vampire F 1 3.46-2.49 VF280/ZY-Y UK
Y 247 Vampire F 3 10.48-12.49 VF344/ZY-S UK

Main photo: Vampire T 11 XE923/UU-T of the Training and Station Flight of 226 OCU at
Stradishall in 1956. (R C B Ashworth)

Below: Vampire FB 5s VZ287/KR-E, VV679/KR-H, VV483/KR-B and VV490/KR-D of the 226
OCU Tactical Squadron at Stradishall on 16 May 1950. (J B Maltby)

Right: Vampire FB 5 VV630/ES-A of 229 OCU (that became 229 ‘Shadow’ Squadron for
exercises) at Chivenor in August 1956. (J D R Rawlings)
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VAMPIRE F 1TG/301 ZY-Z, 247 SQUADRON, 1346
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Modeller’s notes

Standard RAF day fighter scheme of dark green, dark sea
(‘ocean’) grey with medium sea grey undersides. Type C
roundels above and below wings, type C1 on fuselage boom.
Type C fin flash. Code letters and fuselage band — sky.

Serials on boom —black. No evidence of serial numbers under
the wings on this date.

NOTE: fuselage serial letters and digits separated by a ‘/".

Unit badge of a red lion holding a white scroll on fin.

Above: Vampire F 1 TG/301 ‘ZY-Z’ belonged to 247 Squadron and retained the wartime day
fighter camouflage with sky code letters and rear fuselage band. Type C and C 1 markings are
worn with the unit’s colourful lion badge above the fin flash.

Inset: The RAF’s first Vampire F 1 unit was 247 Squadron and this loose gaggle of Vampire F
1s seen in 1946 are - from left to right: TG/311 ZY-O, TG/3.. ZY-Y, TG/301 2Y-Z, TG3../2Y-Q and
TG/290 ZY-E. They retain the unusual oblique in the serial. (both - via J D R Rawlings)




