
Operation Starkey was a massive deception operation mounted against 
Northern France between 16 August and 9 September 1943. For this, many 
aircraft carried special identity markings comprising a white nose with black 
and white stripes around the outer wings. These aircraft of 88 Squadron were 
at Hartford Bridge on 9 September. They were used to lay a smoke screen 
and are fitted with smoke discharging pipes beneath the bomb bay. In the 
foreground is Boston Mk.IIIA BZ389 RH-E. Note the unusual VGO drum-fed 
machine gun mounted in the nose, usually a belt-fed Browning machine gun 
was fitted.  All three aircraft are in the Olive Drab delivery scheme.

Below: Boston IIIA BZ214/RH-A 
and RH-B were part of an 88 
Squadron detachment visiting 
the Fighter Leader’s School 
at Charmy Down, Somerset, 
between 3 and 7 July 1943. 

Right: Boston IIIA BZ323/RH-P in 
Operation Starkey markings, see 
opposite page.
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Boston IIIAs of 88 Squadron were regularly used in the smoke laying role, a task 
that it was to conduct on D-Day. The pipes of the smoke equipment protruded 
prominently from the bomb bay as can be seen in the main image of BZ267/RH-P 
taken during training in mid-1943. It was lost attacking Langerbrugge, Belgium, on 
12 July 1944. The blurry inset image shows one of the aircraft low over the sea on 
D-Day. Both the smoke discharging pipes and the AEAF stripes are clearly shown.

Below: This excellent detailed image of 88 Squadron Boston IIIA BZ292/RH-L on D-Day shows the 
ground crew fitting the pipes to the smoke generating equipment in the bomb bay. It also shows 
how rough and irregular the AEAF identity stripes were! Note the aircraft letter ‘L’ outlined in white 
is repeated on the rear fuselage cone. The original US serial number 233047 is still visible on the 
fin, showing that the aircraft is still in the Olive Drab scheme.
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In late 1943 Boston Mk.IIIAs began to be overhauled and upgraded. 
The engines were improved and the aircraft reverted to their original 
US scheme of Olive Drab over Neutral Grey. Also during the upgrade, 
Clayton ‘S’ type exhausts were fitted. These were individual exhausts 
fitted to each cylinder and ejecting straight out of the engine cowling. 
These multi-pot exhausts added approximately 10 mph to the Boston’s 
speed. By the first half of 1944 all Boston Mk.IIIAs in the UK had been 
brought up to this new specification and colour scheme. 

Below: This 88 Squadron Boston IIIA BZ264/RH-B was flown by Sqn 
Ldr G R Pushman around 25 July 1944. It shows the upgraded engines 
with the Clayton ‘S’ type exhausts (arrowed). Note how the camouflage 
paint covering the AEAF stripes on the upper surfaces has weathered, 
allowing them to show through.  

Right: BZ264/RH-B wore splendid nose art and a mission log, that 
included four smoke-laying symbols. 

Left: An interesting rear view of Boston IIIA BZ208/OA-G of 342 Squadron at 
Vitry en Artois on 17 October 1944. By this time, the full wrap-around AEAF 
stripes had been reintroduced. This was because USAAF fighter pilots kept 
confusing Bostons for Junkers Ju88s (and Mitchells for Dornier Do217s). 
Note the open crew entry hatch (A) and the Type 62 aerial (B) which was 
part of the new BABS (Blind Approach Beam System) equipment. (C) is the 
trailing aerial fairlead.

Above: The nose of BZ208/OA-G as it is readied for flight on 17 October. 
Visible are the Cross of Lorraine shield and a mission log of 37 bomb 
symbols, those in yellow indicating day sorties, the darker ones (red) 
indicating night sorties. Note the distinctive Clayton ‘S’ type exhausts on the 
starboard engine cowling.
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Left: A mixture of Boston Mk.IIIA and Mk.IV 
aircraft of 342 Squadron. The Mk.IIIAs can 
be identified by the long air intakes on the 
cowlings and the nose gun bulges.  The 
Mk.IVs have circular rear turrets, shorter 
engine intakes and lack nose gun bulges.

Note how the French roundels have been 
placed outboard of the RAF roundels.

BOSTON MBOSTON Mkk.IV.IV
The A-20 series was incrementally improved and in mid June 1944 the 
first Boston Mk.IVs were delivered to the RAF. Over 250 of the Mk.IV 
(A-20J) and generally similar Mk.V (A-20K) served with the 2nd TAF 
and in Italy. 

Right: A Mk.IV illustrating the distinctive clear glazed nose and multi-
pot exhausts. The streamlined long range 300 US gallon fuel tank was 
plumbed into auxiliary tanks fitted in the bomb bay to increase the 
range for Atlantic crossings and was not used on operations. It was 
delivered in US Olive Drab and Neutral Grey. In total, 169 Mk.IVs were 
supplied to the RAF. 

Below: Mk.IV BZ403 seen on 10 May 1944 when conducting trials of 
under-wing bomb carriage with A&AEE. Although an option for this 
variant, it was not thought to have been used operationally by the 
RAF. This view also shows the snug fit of the dorsal turret with its two 
.50 inch guns. The Boston Mk.IV served with two 2nd TAF squadrons 
in North West Europe, but the generally similar Mk.V that used Twin 
Cyclone R-2600-29 engines served only in Italy. 
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