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Contemporary Accounts 152 Squadron
11.00 to 12.30 hours 25th September 1940 , Combat A The Attack on Filton

COMBAT REPORT:

P/0 I N Bayles - Black 1, A Flight, 152 Squadron

I was Black 1. I took off with Black 2 after rest of squadron. We climbed to 18,000
feet then headed north. We sighted large enemy formation over Yeovil flying north. We
intercepted them south of Bristol. We attacked head on from out of the sun. No results seen,
but a lot of return fire. These E/A were Ju 88s with yellow spinners. I broke down, then
attacked another Ju 88 which had been below other E/A. I attacked from astern, but did not
see any result. There was strong return fire.

I then climbed up again with the sun and enemy formation turned south. I waited for
them and attacked a section of 3 Ju88s from the beam. I broke away and when I saw E/A
again there were only 2 E/A in section and a parachute was going down. I think that E/A was
destroyed by my fire. I then saw an Hel11 going down towards the clouds. I attacked from
above and astern. There were also 2 Hurricanes and another Spitfire attacking. The Hel11
continued down. 2 parachutes came out, one did not open. The E/A crashed in a field and exploded. Position of crashed E/A
not known exactly. There were enemy fighters above, but they did not attack me at any time.

Rounds fired: 2,500.

COMBAT REPORT:

P/O E S Marrs - Black 2, A Flight, 152 Squadron

I was Black 2. Black 1 and I took off after the main body of the squadron. We
climbed up to 18,000 feet and searched for the other 152 Squadron A/C or E/A. We
did not join up with the rest of the squadron, but first saw E/A over Yeovil going north.
We passed E/A and arrived between E/A and Bristol. The bombers were in two large
formations, made up of vics of threes and forming rectangles.

We attacked (head-on) the foremost formation of bombers which were Ju88s. On
passing through bombers I saw a number of Me110s which dived down and with which
I became mixed up. I attempted to get behind an Mel10 but another came down on
my tail and I broke away, dived down and climbed up into the sun. I then climbed into
middle of second formation of bombers which were Hellls. I was able to get in a good
burst at one of the middle E/A. I broke away downwards, came up behind E/A again and
dived below formation to attack from underneath.

When I broke away I saw that one E/A in middle of formation was streaming glycol
from starboard engine. I became engaged with Mell0s again which had formed a
defensive circle, but was not able to get my sights on any of them. I broke away again
and looked for bombers which were by now well in front of Mel10s. I looked for stragglers and found one Helll lagging
behind. I attacked from right quarter and glycol came from starboard engine. I was then attacked by a lone Me110 and had
a dog-fight. I was able to get on its tail fairly easily as E/A did not seem keen to stop and fight. I opened fire from starboard
quarter and once again glycol came from starboard engine. I switched over to port engine with no effect. I closed in to about
100 yards still firing and then heard a loud bang in cockpit. I broke away but found no apparent damage to my A/C. I attacked
again from above left, but my ammunition had run out.

I returned and landed. E/A bomber did not break formation at all, and kept together very well. This was to their credit and
saved them as their fighters did not seem to provide a very adequate protection.

Rounds fired: 2,580.

RAF Casualties

11.00 to 12.30 hours 25th September 1940 , Combat A The Attack on Filton

RAF Casualties 25th September Filton Raid
152 Sqgn Spitfire P/O G J Cox — safe. Damaged over Yeovil.
152 Sqgn Spitfire P/O E S Marrs — safe. Damaged south of Bristol.

152 Sqgn Spitfire X4177  S/Ldr P K Devitt — safe. Hit in petrol tank by return fire from an He111 west of
Bristol. Landed at Skew Bridge, Newton St Loe, Somerset. (See pages 812 and 813)

152 Sqgn Spitfire N3173 Sgt K C Holland — killed. After attacking He111 G1+EP and having seen a
man bale out he closed on the Heinkel, only to be killed by a single bullet in the head. Aircraft landed
intact with one wheel ‘crumpled’ and tipped on its nose 200 yards from the He111 at Church Farm,
Woolverton, Somerset.

Kenneth Christopher Holland (20)
Born: Sydney, Australia.

Joined the RAF in June 1939.

Joined 152 Squadron on 1lst August 1940.
Combat claims - 3:

17/9/40 Ju88 shared.

19/9/40 Ju88 destroyed.

25/9/40 Helll destroyed.

238 Sqn Hurricane P3223
P/O D S Harrison — safe. Landed safely near Mells Road
Railway Station, Mells, near Frome, Somerset, with a
bullet through the radiator.

238 Sqn Hurricane N2597
Sgt F A Sibley — safe. Landed at Charmy Down, but the
aircraft was wrecked.

609 Sqn Spitfire L1008
Sgt J A Hughes-Rees — safe. Landed %2 mile south
of Glastonbury Tor, Somerset, with engine trouble.
Undercarriage damaged.

609 Sqn Spitfire N3280
P/O A K Ogilvie — safe. Damaged and landed with a burst
tyre.

609 Sqgn Spitfire R6691

F/O J C Newbery- injured. 25-year-old John Newbery
pulled out of a dive sharply - buckled the wings and
shattered the hood. He was admitted to Tidworth Hospital
with severe bruising to his lower back, but returned to
operations on 1st November 1940. The aircraft was
repaired.

Left: Historian Dennis Knight’s illustration of just how
close Ken Holland’s Spitfire landed to the Heinkel

111 G1+EP, which he had been attacking alongside
Urwin-Mann and Little of 238 Squadron. The latter
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mentioned seeing a Spitfire crash land in the next
field in his combat report on page 806.
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A nice cup of tea

11. 12.30 1 25tk 194 , A The Attacl Fil
00to 30 hours 25th September 0, Combat ¢ Attack on Filton 20 years later Peter Devitt could still vividly recall his crash-landing:

I came in very close to the Heinkel, I must admit, and I really thought, ‘I’m going to kill the bastard!” All I did, in fact, was
to kill the gunner in the upper position. I had just turned away, being no more than twenty yards from the Heinkel and only
just missed him, when there was a terrific bang and suddenly I was covered in petrol and the windscreen of my Spitfire was

Below: Peter Devitt’s 152 Squadron Spitfire X4177 UM-A after his force landing damaged. My mind went at once to ‘Petrol — Fire!”. The Merlin engine it used to spit fire out of the exhaust ports on either

on 25 September. Note the blown covers to his guns and the very large code side. If you throttled back, it would throw out more flame but if it was firing you didn’t notice the flames, they were very

letters seen on 152 Squadron aircraft during this period. small. Once you throttled back though, it would spit fire — it was well named! So, I thought, ‘God, I can’t throttle back and
must keep it as it is - I’ll flick the switches off.” Sure enough, the exhaust flames died. I honestly think if I hadn’t done that
the whole thing would have exploded.

‘Now what to do?’ I pointed the nose straight at the earth, I suppose I was doing about 400 plus knots, I thought, ‘I'm
out of the way now and I’d better search for a landing place.” There was still petrol dripping all over the place. I got down
to about 1,500 feet and was stooging around, looking for a field. I found a very large field and thought, ‘that’ll do me’. I
circled round this field, it was quite peaceful and quiet, and my propeller was still going round. As I circled, I found there
were electric cables right across ‘my’ field. I thought, ‘I don’t like the look of that - I’ve got to get into wind. I’ll get into
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line with the cables rather than going under them.” Then I had my doubts, I’d never done a forced landing in a Spitfire and I
didn’t know what to expect.

I saw a railway line and another field to the far side of it. There was a bridge, a railway bridge, over a road and the road
joined another road at the far end of the field. There was also a gate at the far end and I thought they could get my plane out
through that, not thinking of myself at all. The field was small and I couldn’t possibly keep the wheels down, so I put the
undercarriage up and did a belly landing. As I was coming over the hedge into the field, there was another cable going right
across it. It was a small cable going to a farm, so I had to whip it round quicker than ever and slide across the grass. I was
quite amazed, quite candidly, on landing how short a run it took.

Now, when I came over that bridge there was not a sign of life anywhere. I had just time to think to myself, ‘that wasn’t too
bad’ when alongside the cockpit a women appeared. Where the hell she came from I have no idea, but what was even more
extraordinary was that she had a cup of tea in her hand!




Luftwafte Casualties
11.00 to 12.30 hours 25th September 1940 , Combat A The Attack on Filton

Luftwaffe Casualties 25th September Filton Raid

1/KG55 He111H Wn.6805 G1+BH Started from Dreux to attack the Aero Engine Works, Bristol. The flight
took place between 9,000 and 15,000 feet. After bombing the target this aircraft was surprised from the
rear by three Spitfires, two of which attacked from above and one from below. The starboard engine was
hit. The pilot was wounded and made a forced landing with the undercarriage retracted at at Westfield
Farm, Studland, Dorset. Bo: Hptm Karl Kéthke and Bf: Gefr Rudolf Weillback both PoW. Ff: Fw Fritz
Jirges and Bs: Figr Otto Miiller both wounded PoW. Bm: Uffz Josef Altrichter badly wounded - died later
the same day. See reports of P/O Wigglesworth, 238 Squadron and P/O Curchin, 609 Squadron.

Above: He111 G1+BH down at Studland. The pilot, Fw Jiirges, later wrote; In 1939 the Staffelkapitan
at Langendiebach, Hauptmann von Casimir, founded the Biiffel Staffel, and all the aircraft of 1
Staffel became adorned with the buffalo insignia. All the rest were painted brown and were bulls.
Mine, however, was white and was a cow, the only one in the whole Staffel.

3 'elow This remarkable photo was taken moments afterthe’“HemkeI fp:éeatghthatj]ghrew can be : :?
e tgthe left of the aircraft tendmg to their wounded comrade, T, _ poil ts tothe :

Luftwafte Casualties
11.00 to 12.30 hours 25th September 1940 , Combat A The Attack on Filton

Luftwaffe Casualties 25th September Filton Raid

5/KG55 He111H Wn.2126 G1+DN The crew were flying in the last Kette in the formation and were to
drop their bombs when they saw the leader drop his. Before reaching the target the formation came under
heavy AA fire and at the same time, in the middle of the AA bursts, three British fighters appeared. The
crew baled out and the aircraft fell on Racecourse Farm, Portbury, Somerset, with 4 25 kg bombs on
board. Ff: Oblt Gottfried Weigel, Bo: Ofw Alfred Narres and Bs: Gefr Karl Geib all baled out PoW. Bm:
Fw Karl Gerdsmeier baled out and injured a knee in heavy landing, PoW. Bf: Fw Georg Engel baled and
landed with a broken leg, PoW.

6/KG55 He111P-2 Wn.1579 G1+AP Returned to Caen. 50% damaged by fighters. Bo: Oblt Helmut Kindor
and Bs: Uffz Erich Turek both slightly wounded.

6/KG55 He111P-2 Wn.1525 G1+EP Aircraft was on the return journey when it was attacked by fighters.
The starboard engine was put out of action in a series of attacks and three of the crew baled out but one
was dead on reaching the ground and another suffered parachute failure. The other two crew were killed
when the aircraft crashed at Church Farm, Woolverton, Somerset. Bo: Ofw Gunter Wittkamp, Bf: Ofw
Rudolf Kirchhoff, Bm: Uffz Hans-Friedrich Mertz, and Bs: Gefr Rudolf Beck all killed. Ff: Hptm Hellmuth
Brandt baled out wounded, PoW.

See reports of P/O Bayles, 152 Squadron, and P/O Urwin-Mann and Sgt Little of 238 Squadron.

Below and right: The scattered wreckage of
Heinkel 111 G1+DN at Portbury in Somerset.
All the crew baled out.
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Luftwaffe Casualties
11.00 to 12.30 hours 25th September 1940 , Combat A The Attack on Filton 13.15 hrs... off Portland

Luftwaffe Casualties 25th September Filton Raid

7/KG55 He111P-2 Wn.2803 G1+LR Took off from Villacoublay. When flying at 16,000 feet over the
north of Bristol, this aircraft was attacked by ‘Spitfires’, the port engine was stopped and the bomb load
jettisoned. When near Poole, the port engine caught fire and the crew tried to bale out; only one landing
safely. Aircraft crashed into a house called ‘Chatsworth’ in Westminster Road, Branksome Park, Dorset.
Bf: Uffz Kurt Schraps baled out and landed in the sea off Branksome Chine. PoW. Bs: Uffz Josef Hanft
baled out into Poole Harbour, but found dead entangled in his parachute. Bo: Oblt Heinz-Harry Scholz
baled out but found dead, found on the railway embankment at Whitecliff, with multiple bullet wounds. Bm:
Uffz Guinter Weidner baled out but killed due to parachute failure, fell at the junction of Madeira Road and
Alexandra Road, Parkstone. Ff: Oblt Hans Brocker remained in the aircraft and killed. See reports of P/O AT
Agazarian and P/O Miller, 609 Squadron, and P/O Urwin-Mann, 238 Squadron. i)

8/KG55 He111P Returned, damaged by fighters. Ff: Uffz Johann Boos slightly wounded. Rest of crew
unhurt safe.

8/ZG26 Me110C-4 Wn.3591 3U+GS Started from Thiberville, escorting bombers. The escort and the
bomber formation met over Cherbourg and the escort flew across the Channel at 19,000 feet. On the return
from the target, flying at the same height, this aircraft was attacked by two fighters. Aimost immediately
the port engine caught fire and the wireless operator was wounded. The pilot decided to land to save his
wireless operator, who he could not know was already dead, and made a heavy landing at Well Bottom,
Boyton, Wiltshire. The attack came from port beam; several bullet holes were traced in the cockpit. Ff:
Fw Walter Scherer captured badly wounded with facial and chest injuries and a broken leg, PoW. Bf: Gefr

152 SQUADRON INTELLIGENCE REPORT

Heinz Schumacher killed. See reports of P/O Williams, 152 Squadron and P/O Mayers, 601 Squadron. 6 Spitfires A Flight 152 Squadron up from Warmwell 13.00 hours (landed 14.00 hours) to patrol
the aerodrome at 15,000 feet, were informed of 3 e/a over Portland. Flight proceeded there in search
1/2G26 Me110C-4 Wn.3263 Fell into the Channel south of Weymouth. Crew rescued unhurt by formation. See F/Lt Boitel-Gill’s report.
Seenotdienst. No cine guns were carried. Red 1 F/Lt Boitel-Gill, Red 2 P/O Inness, Red 3 P/O Holmes, Yellow 1
Below: Me110 3U+JR g : T
1ZG26 Me110C-4 Wn.2194 Crashed on landing at Théville after being damaged by fighters - 60%  which struggled back 110 Digemeslly prud ellovy 3 IR0 Il dle o i, Welllow 2 g Siver meai:
damage. across the Channel

and force landed near
7/12G26 Me110C-4 Wn.2130 3U+JR Landed near Cherbourg. 20% damaged by fighters. Ff: Oblt Emst  Cherbourg.

Matthes and Bf: Ofw Franz Santel both safe.

COMBAT REPORT:

F/Lt D P A Boitel-Gill — Red 1, A Flight, 152 Squadron
No. of enemy — 4 Me109s.

i I was Red Leader with instructions to patrol base at 15,000 feet. While patrolling
v ' we were informed that there were 3 bandits over Portland. I proceeded there and while
patrolling looked round and saw an Mel09 sitting on the tail of Yellow 2. I saw him fire
and a puff of smoke came from Yellow 2. The Me109 broke away and dived steeply south.
I peeled off and dived after him, getting within range after 10,000 feet. I gave him a short
burst from astern and black smoke poured from the machine, which carried on in the dive
through clouds. I broke off and searched for the other two E/A, but did not find them. The
E/A was painted yellow underneath.

RAF Casualty 25th September Combat B

152 Sqgn Spitfire P9463 Sgt W G Silver — killed. Shot down into the sea off Portland by Me109s.

William Gerald Silver (27)

Born: Hampshire.

Joined the RAF in 1929 and became a fitter.

Joined 152 Squadron in July 1940, having retrained as a pilot.
Combat claims - none.

Luftwaffe Victory Claims 25th September Combat B
Stab 1/JG2 Hptm Helmut Wick Spitfire
2/JG2 Fw Wilhelm Hermes Spitfire
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