
Photographed during the Paris flypast, with the sun now fully on the grey 
fuselage codes the much lighter tone contrasts with their appearance in 
the image on page 27. Typical of photographs from this period, the aircraft 
bears evidence of a repainted fuselage roundel and although covered, a 
Barr and Stroud GJ3 Mk.IIIA reflector gunsight (A) is installed in the rear 
turret. The rear turret’s twin ammunition feed chutes (B) are also prominent 
from this angle, and several fabric patches (C) are also visible on the fin. 
L4257 was lost just over a month later when it crashed into the North Sea 
off the Norfolk coast during firing practice.

 In 1939 the annual UK Home Defence Air Exercise was held between 8 
and 11 of August, the air component comprising some 500 bombers of 
‘Eastland’ (‘Enemy’ force) and approximately 800 bombers and fighters of 
‘Westland’ (‘Friendly’ force), the ‘Westland’ bomber contingent including 
three 75 Squadron Wellingtons. While ‘Eastland’ aircraft retained standard 
markings, the roundels of ‘Westland’ aircraft were modified by overpainting 
with white crosses. Perhaps inevitably there was some uncertainty 
regarding the exact form the crosses should take, with 75 Squadron’s 
painter’s interpretation of the temporary marking regulations taking 
the form of very broad white crosses. The difference between the two 
camouflage patterns applied to the Wellington is also of note, with L4369 
on the left finished in the ‘A’ pattern and L4370 on the right in the ‘B’.
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Above:In this view of L4367 and L4369, both aircraft feature wavy wing 
leading edge and fuselage demarcation lines (the latter still in the earlier lower 
position), while also of note is the angular and rather ill-fitting appearance of 
L4367’s multi-segment fabric covered bomb doors (A). L4367 was also one 
of the first Mk.Is to have been built with shortened main fuselage windows (B) 
and fabric covered panels (C) instead of the original cockpit aft side windows.  

Left: As they were only required for a short period of time the ‘Westland’ 
markings were applied with washable paint, and this closer view of L4369 also 
reveals that as a further expedient 75 Squadron’s crosses were roughly hand 
painted. Displaying the typical Wellington nose up elevator trim (arrowed), 
L4369 was transferred to 15 OTU in April 1940 and was written off three 
months later in an accident at RAF Harwell following an attempted take-off with 
the flaps incorrectly set. 

Below: Close examination of this image of L4367 and L4369 reveals that the washable 
white paint used to apply the crosses has already started to bleed back across the wings of 
formation leader L4369. The photograph also provides another useful comparison between ‘A’ 
& ‘B’ camouflage patterns. The 1939 Home Defence Air Exercise proved to be the largest air 
defence exercise ever mounted in the UK. Using twenty-six operational airfields, the ‘Westland’ 
force under the overall control of ACM Sir Hugh Dowding ultimately triumphed over the 
attacking ‘Eastland’ force under the command of ACM Sir Edgar Ludlow-Hewitt. 

Left: As previously mentioned, the regulations for applying ‘Westland’ markings were evidently 
open to interpretation and as seen here, 214 Squadron opted for narrow white crosses which 
left portions of the fuselage and upper wing roundels still visible. 
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Modeller’s notes

Delivered to 214 Squadron 2 June 1939

DTD308 Dark Earth/Dark Green/Night Temperate Land Scheme ‘A’ pattern camouflage 
Low wavy fuselage demarcation line
Wavy wing and tail leading edge demarcation lines
Grey fuselage code letters
Night fuselage serial numbers
Underwing roundels 
White underwing serial numbers
‘Westland’ narrow white crosses painted over fuselage and upper wing roundels
Forward angled First Aid kits with circular red stencils 
Vickers turrets with gunsights installed
Astrodome
No DF loop
Air temperature thermometer fairing on top of nose
Tall aerial masts
Fully enclosed main wheels
Tail wheel doors
Black metal shroud around cabin heating boiler with white Asbestos lagging on forward exhaust section
Additional Perspex panels aft of cockpit side windows
Extended forward fuselage windows
F24 camera window not installed

The much narrower roundel crosses applied by 214 Squadron are again very 
apparent in this view of L4345, the neatness of the finish also suggesting the use 
of stencilling or masking, unlike 75 Squadron’s rather rough and ready hand 
painted equivalents! Although still in the lower position, the Mk.I Wellington’s 
original straight demarcation line was soon replaced by one with widely spaced 
waves. A mixture of early and later Mk.I features are also evident in this view 
including aft cockpit side window and extended main fuselage windows, and an 
astrodome as opposed to the earlier sliding astro hatch/hinged windscreen. As 
well as having single and twin .303 in Brownings mounted in the front and rear 
turrets respectively, both turrets are also fitted with gunsights.

As the aircraft races low over the countryside, L4345 demonstrates the 
effectiveness of its ‘A’ pattern camouflage. Less than a month after this 
photograph was taken World War Two began and the aircraft’s pre-war 
‘UX’ squadron codes were replaced by the more familiar wartime ‘BU’. 
L4345 was destroyed in a landing accident at Methwold in November 1939 
when it stalled and crashed during an attempted overshoot.

WELLINGTON Mk.I L4345 UX-L, 214 SQUADRON AUGUST 1939
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While the euphemistically named ‘Smoke Curtain Installation’ (SCI) equipment was indeed 
capable of laying an aerial smokescreen, its other much more sinister function was as a 
delivery system for deadly Phosgene or Mustard Gas. Developed by the chemical weapons 
research establishment at Porton Down, aircraft engaged on SCI trials were attached to a 
‘Special Duty Flight’. Initially part of No.1 Group, the Special Duty Flight was incorporated 
into the A&AEE following the establishment’s transfer to Boscombe Down in September 
1939. Wellington Mk.I L4226 was attached to No.1 Group SD Flight from November 1938 
and is seen here during trials over the Porton Range. Unlike many earlier SCI installations 
on smaller aircraft, the Wellington’s SCI tanks were carried internally and as can be seen 
here, with the rear segments of the port and starboard outer bomb cell doors removed the 
articulated gas emission pipes could be lowered with the doors closed.

With Vickers Chief Test Pilot Joseph ‘Mutt’ Summers (in white overalls) looking on and the dome and verandah of the Brooklands Clubhouse in the 
background, L4317 is pictured between air tests in April 1939. Of note are the engine crankcase airflow control fairings (A), front turret spring-loaded, 
articulated Perspex and metal shutters (B) running in upper and lower semi-circular tracks (C), gun barrel slot rubber sealing strips (D) and cabin heating air 
intakes (E). Unlike the IA and subsequent marks with their external headlight lenses, the headlight on the Mk.I was installed behind a rectangular Perspex 
panel (F). Of interest is the distinctive appearance of the ’12 ½’ frame (G) at the rear of the cockpit. 

‘SCI’ SMOKE CURTAIN INSTALLATION
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