COMBAT A

09.05 to 10.30 hrs... Kent

RAF & Luftwafte Victory Claims

Combat A, 12th October 1940 - 09.05 to 10.30 hours

RAF Victory Claims 12th October Combat A
92 Sgn S/Ldr R R S Tuck* (257 Sqn) Me109 destroyed Dover
249 Sgn  SgtJ M B Beard Me109 damaged Dover
222 Sgn  F/O B Van Mentz Me110 damaged off Deal
501 Sgn  S/Ldr HAV Hogan Me109 destroyed 6 miles south west of Rye
501 Sgn  F/Lt E Holden Me109 destroyed off Beachy Head - Dungeness
501 Sgn  SgtJ H Lacey Me109 destroyed 12 miles south of Rye
145Sgn  P/O M A Newling Me109 probable 5 miles west of Dungeness
145Sqgn  F/O P W Rabone Me109 destroyed off Dungeness

*Acting Squadron Leader Tuck was flying with No. 92 Squadron on this sortie. He was visiting his old unit
; _ _ ) — . while on 24-hour’s leave when they were ordered up and with the permission of the acting CO, F/Lt Brian
[ ENUBRIEANEE L. . o4 Fie, ¢ =+ 24 ustos | __ spitfire Kingcome, had joined them flying a spare Spitfire QJ-S.

Luftwaffe Victory Claims 12th October Combat A

Stab/JG51 Maj Werner Mélders Hurricane Lympne

Stab/JG51 Maj Werner Mélders Hurricane Canterbury

10G77 Fw Alfred Rosen Hurricane

10G77 Lt Bernd Gallowitsch Hurricane

Stab 11/JG54  Hptm Dietrich Hrabak Hurricane Tonbridge

. 4/JG54 Uffz Rudolf Hager Hurricane south of Tonbridge

Below: Major Werner . . )
Mélders claimed two 4/JG54 Ofw Karl Hier Hurricane south of Tonbridge
victories in this combat. 4/JG54 Gefr Leo Masterer Hurricane south of Tonbridge

4L 50s Meton

Luftwaffe Intelligence:

London — 135 aircraft dropped 34 tonnes of bombs. 10 other locations were bombed during the day.
1 steamer was sunk 35 km south west of Cardiff.

Major Molders made his 44th — 46th victories; Hptm Oesau his 36th, and Major Galland his 44th.

RAF Fighter Command
Bomb-carrying Me109s dropped their loads mainly to the east of London, but two bombs fell on The
Admiralty in the heart of the City.

The first wave of 24 Me109s crossed the coast at 09.05 hours, heading for London, and the 11 Group
Controller scrambled a small number of squadrons to meet this raid in the expectation of a larger raid
to follow. At 09.55 hours RDF plotted an estimated 50+ Me109s approaching the coast as predicted,
leading the controller to scramble the remainder of his squadrons.

However, the second raid stayed over the Channel, leaving the 11 Group Controller with 15 Squadrons
airborne and a vanishing prey. The Controller ordered his squadrons to land and refuel.

At 11.00 hours a third wave of 50+ crossed the coast while the squadrons were still on the ground
refuelling. All available aircraft from a total of 18 squadrons were ordered up immediately, but too late
to make height to engage the raids.

11 Group issued this instruction to its Controllers

Group Controller must constantly be on the guard against this point, as each raid made by the enemy
over this country unmolested is bound to increase his morale. It must be accepted as inevitable for the
moment that only short notice is received of the approach of these High Fighter Raids.

In a series of raids, the RDF plots in the Channel become very confused with returning aircraft and
after the first raid, subsequent ones detach themselves and cross our coast without giving the Group
Controller any warning.

Squadrons must co-operate to their utmost by taking off and landing and refuelling as quickly as
possible. At the best it is usually only about 25 minutes from the time of the first RDF plot to the time
when the raid reaches its turning point inland.

1246 1247



1248

Contemporary Accounts 257 Sqn

Combat A, 12th October 1940 - 09.05 to 10.30 hours

257 SQUADRON INTELLIGENCE REPORT

08.45 — 10.30 hours on 12.10.40.

Twelve Hurricanes left North Weald at 08.45 hours on 12th October, 1940, operating behind 249
Squadron with orders to patrol Hornchurch line at 20,000 feet. 249 Squadron was subsequently ordered
to 25,000 feet over Biggin Hill and to intercept Raid No.31. 257 Squadron continued to follow 249
Squadron which was vectored down to the coast. Other Hurricane and Spitfire squadrons were seen on
the way down, but no enemy aircraft was noticed until both squadrons were flying over the region of
Deal, 257 Squadron was at 22,000 feet, the Squadron Leader being slightly below and about 150 yards
behind 249 Squadron.

When over the Deal area pilots in the rear of 257 Squadron saw about 12 aircraft about % miles
behind them on about the same level. The Me109s were flying in vic sections in line astern and were
taken to be friendly fighters. The pilots believe that the enemy aircraft intentionally formed up in this
way so as to be mistaken for British fighters. The enemy squadron was lost from view. The next thing
seen was an Me109’s yellow nose flying abreast of 257 Leader, attacking the rear of 249 Squadron.

Blue 2 of 257 Squadron fired at the enemy aircraft but it succeeded in swooping upwards after
attacking (it is believed that this Me109 brought down Adj Perrin, Red 2 of 249 Squadron).

The acting Squadron Leader, Blue 1 (F/Lt Brothers) while flying to attack the first Me109, noticed
several other yellow noses on the tail of 257 Squadron. Leaving Red 2 (Sgt Girdwood) to attack the
first Messerschmitt, he circled round and made an astern attack on one of the yellow noses which dived
down through cloud at 7,500 feet. F/Lt Brothers believes that he damaged

this plane, but was unable to observe result.

In the meantime Yellow 2 (P/O Redman) was shot at from behind
and slightly below without having seen the attacking plane. He received
machine gun bullets in his main starboard plane and a big hole was made
by cannon shell in the root and in his port main plane. His oil tank burst and
his airspeed connection was broken. He crash-landed in a field south-east
of Faversham.

Yellow 1 (P/O Gundry), who with Yellow 2 (P/O Redman) was keeping
a look-out at the rear of 257 Squadron, was also shot down. Both wings
of his Hurricane, the ailerons and the fuselage, were riddled with cannon
shell splinters and machine gun bullets. He succeeded in making a forced
landing at Detling aecrodrome. He was slightly wounded by shell splinters
in the legs and thigh.

The two lookout pilots point out that the attack took place after the
squadron had been flying into sun with the consequent strain on their eyes.
When P/O Gundry saw the Me109 squadron of twelve in vics line-astern, he
took it to be 46 Squadron coming up to form the rearguard of the wing. Red
2 (Sgt Girdwood) stated on landing that he was certain that one member
of the squadron had been shot down by an anti-aircraft shell which came
straight from below. This proved to be incorrect, and he must have mistaken
the Me109’s cannon for AA shell fire. He and most other 257 pilots did
not see the Me109s, until they had begun the attack. Even then, they were
unable to warn 249 Squadron, because they were using High Frequency
R/T and 249 Squadron Very High Frequency. There was no time to transmit
the warning through the Controller.

Green 2 (P/O Kay) made a forced landing in a field near Detling, owing
to lack of petrol. He flew back to North Weald later in the day.

The Mel09s were seen from several thousand feet below by Wing
Commander Beamish, Officer Commanding North Weald Station, who was
flying alone.

Eight aircraft returned to North Weald by 10.30 hours, and one at 11.30
hours, via Hawkinge.

Right: Pete Brothers who featured heavily in the early part of the
Battle with 32 Squadron, was posted to 257 on 9 September and led
the squadron on this interception.

Contemporary Accounts 249 & 92 Sqns

Combat A, 12th October 1940 - 09.05 to 10.30 hours

249 SQUADRON OPERATIONS RECORD BOOK

13 Hurricanes — take-off North Weald 10.20 hours

Squadron carried out patrol over Hornchurch — Biggin Hill area at 25,000 feet and had battle with a
Messerschmitt 109 formation. Sgt Beard claimed one Me109 damaged. Adj Perrin was badly hit and
baled out near Eastchurch. His aircraft was written off and he was admitted to hospital suffering from
gunshot wounds, but not serious.

COMBAT REPORT:

Sgt J M B Beard — Yellow 2, A Flight, 249 Squadron

I was reforming with the squadron after we had been attacked when I saw a 109 diving
on 6 of our a/c. One went down taking violent avoiding action. The Me109 then flew in my
direction and above. I pulled up the nose and fired for 3 seconds. I later observed the 109
going out to sea with Glycol streaming out behind. He was losing height.

COMBAT REPORT:

Acting S/Ldr R R S Tuck — Yellow 1, A Flight, 92 Squadron

I was Ganic Yellow 1 in the Dover area. I saw several groups of Me109s in small groups
milling around with Hurricanes and Spitfires. I called up Ganic Leader and told him of this
and then attacked the leader of 2 Me109s which were in line-astern of each other. I gave
five short bursts from astern, abeam and quarter attacks and he dived steeply belching thick
black smoke. Much evasive action at first, but this stopped after my third burst and he dived
steeply last seen going into haze at 5,000 feet with right wing down. I saw a large single
black chevron on the starboard side of enemy aircraft, just in front of black cross. No yellow
nose observed.

Below: Tuck observed a large black chevron on the side of the 109
that he shot at, which ties in with this one, flown by Bernhardt
Malischewski of 4/JG54, which force landed at Small Hythe in Kent.
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Contemporary Accounts 72 & 222 Sqn

Combat A, 12th October 1940 - 09.05 to 10.30 hours

72 SQUADRON OPERATIONS RECORD BOOK

09.04 hours. 7 Spitfires left Biggin Hill to patrol base at 15,000 feet in company with five aircraft
of No.92 Squadron. 6 aircraft landed at 09.48 hours, without having been in combat, though they saw
a squadron of Hurricanes engaged with Me109s. P/O Case became separated from the squadron and
crashed near Folkestone and was killed. It is not known whether he had been in combat or whether he
force-landed from shortage of fuel. The weather was deteriorating at the time. The squadron split up to
avoid collision with another squadron of Hurricanes with which they joined up.

222 SQUADRON INTELLIGENCE REPORT

09.15 - 10.40 hours, 12.10.40.

11 aircraft left Rochford to patrol Gravesend at 25,000 feet. The squadron were vectored south into
the Maidstone — Ashford area, and when over Deal at 30,000 feet ‘A’ Flight sighted 3 Me110s at 25,000
feet and dived to attack over the Channel, but, on sighting a standing patrol of about 20 Me109s above
waiting for them, wisely withdrew.

‘B’ Flight, however, seeing an Me110 well below them at 25,000 feet, dived and attacked. F/O Van
Mentz opened fire at 800 yards and observed smoke coming from the starboard engine (see pilot’s
report).

P/O Edsall, also of ‘B’ Flight, on his own, saw 15 Me109s flying west in line-abreast at 25,000 feet
over Chatham. After informing Rival he attacked and immediately the two rear e/a turned back on
either side of him. He fired 2 short bursts, but only six guns fired 7 rounds each, owing to freeze-up, and
although hits were registered no appreciable damage observed.

No assistance from AA.

Clouds 5/10ths at 6,000 feet. 11 a/c landed Rochford 10.40 hours.
Enemy casualties — 1 Me110 damaged (F/O Van Mentz).

Our casualties — Nil

COMBAT REPORT:

F/0 B Van Mentz
B Flight, 222 Squadron

Whilst leading ‘B’ Flight, in
squadron formation, we were put into
line-astern. I saw an Me110 about 6,000
feet below at 25,000 feet going in the
opposite direction. I did a half-roll
and dived after him. As I thought he
would reach cloud cover I gave a burst
from 800 yards. Smoke came from his
starboard engine and e/a slowed up,
enabling me to close to optimum range.
I expended all my ammunition. When
I last saw e/a in cloud and observed
smoke coming from starboard engine,
my windscreen had frozen. I returned
to Dover and landed same time as
squadron.

Brian Van Mentz, (left) flew throughout the Battle of France and the Battle of Britain, but was to lose his life in
tragic circumstances when the isolated pub he was in on the evening of 26 April 1941, was hit by a stray bomb.

Contemporary Accounts 501 Sgn

Combat A, 12th October 1940 - 09.05 to 10.30 hours

501 SQUADRON OPERATIONS RECORD BOOK

Weather: Fine and clear visibility good, cloud 3/16ths at 3,000 feet. At 09.15 hours 12 aircraft took
off from Kenley to patrol base at 15,000 feet. They were vectored to the coast. Flight Lieutenant Holden
and Sergeant Lacey each destroyed one enemy aircraft. The squadron landed again at 10.30 hours.

COMBAT REPORT:
S/Ldr H A V Hogan — Red 1, A Flight, 501 Squadron

I was leading the squadron when it was patrolling from Robertsbridge to Oxney. The
rear section informed me that there were E/A behind and I turned right onto the reciprocal
course, seeing a number of E/A fighters over Hawkhurst. Four of these turned right towards
the sea. The squadron, which was diving fast from 27,000 feet, intercepted these at 23,000
feet. I pulled round to the leader, who had climbed and gave him a 2 second burst with full
deflection at 200 yards. He immediately went into a steep dive towards the coast taking no
evasive action. I closed to 100 yards and gave him several short bursts. He slowed up and a
few bits fell off the enemy aircraft and large quantities of black and white smoke came away.
On closing right up to him and seeing that two other members of my section were following
close behind and feeling that the enemy was going to crash. I broke away to try to rejoin
my squadron over Ashford. No.3 of my section saw the E/A spinning down and it was later
reported to have crashed 5 miles SW of Rye.

COMBAT REPORT:

F/Lt E Holden — B Flight, 501 Squadron

In company with 501 Squadron, I singled out an Me109 which was flying south east at
approximately 25,000 feet. I positioned myself behind the enemy aircraft and chased him
nearly vertically downwards for several thousand feet. I rapidly overhauled the E/A in the
dive and fired a burst which damaged his Glycol supply. He lost speed and flattened out at
about 2,000 feet into a very shallow dive. I decided to finish him off and from dead astern
gave him a burst of 7 seconds. Bits flew off the enemy aircraft and volumes of black oily
smoke poured out entirely covering my windscreen. The enemy aircraft was seen to dive
into the sea somewhere between Beachy Head and Dungeness by Sgt. Lacey of No.501

Squadron

COMBAT REPORT:
Sgt J H Lacey — Yellow 2, A Flight, 501 Squadron

I'was flying as No.2 in Yellow Section when 501 intercepted a raid of 30 Me109s returning
to France. Three of these enemy aircraft dived towards the coast while the other 27 climbed
away out of range. I dived after them and was chasing one of them out to sea when I saw an
Me109 shot down into the sea by another 501 aircraft. I caught my Me109 and opened fire
at 150 yards but only managed to get in a short burst owing to my windscreen frosting over.
I cleaned the windscreen and fired another short burst, and the E/A made a pancake landing
in the Channel, the pilot climbed out before the aircraft sank. When I returned to base he was
still swimming around quite strongly.
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Contemporary Accounts 145 Sqn

Combat A, 12th October 1940 - 09.05 to 10.30 hours

145 SQUADRON INTELLIGENCE REPORT

Combat took place at sea off Dungeness about 10.10 hours, 12.10.40. Twelve Hurricanes took off from
Tangmere at 09.25 hours with orders to patrol base at 1,000 feet in company with No.213 Squadron.
They were then ordered to climb to 15,000 feet, from there they were ordered to patrol line Mayfield —
Tenterden. No.145 Squadron were flying in sections line astern, following No.213 Squadron.

At the end of the patrol line Red 1 (P/O Newling) sighted about 10 Me109s which he calculated to be
at about 33,000 feet, flying towards them, and at the same time the squadron were warned on the R/T to
look out for bandits on both sides of them. Red 1 turned westwards and immediately started to climb,
so as to improve his position relatively to that of the enemy. ‘B’ Flight, 145 Squadron, endeavoured
to cover the rear of ‘A’ Flight, but ‘B’ Flight’s Leader (F/O Weir) found that his machine was unable
to climb rapidly enough, and they thus became separated from ‘A’ Flight. In the meantime, ‘A’ Flight
continued to climb, but while they were still climbing they were attacked from above by at least 3 and
probably 4 Me109s. The Yellow Section appears to have been attacked first, but Yellow 1 (F/O Rabone)
immediately lost sight of the rest of his section and found 1 Me109 on his tail, with another Me109 in
front of him (see pilot’s report).

In the meantime at about 10.12 hours Red 1 (P/O Newling) suddenly observed an Me109 very close
behind Red 2 (P/O Bachmann), and as this Me109 broke away from its attack he fired a two seconds
burst from about 30 yards and immediately below to the port side. This Me109 immediately side-
slipped downwards out of control. Red 1, observing machine gun bullets passing close to his aircraft,
broke away steeply downwards in a spiral dive (see pilot’s report).

9 Hurricanes landed Tangmere 11.10 hours.

It appears that Hurricanes flying at 25/26,000 feet cannot outmanoeuvre Me109s.

Ammunition.  F/O Rabone 240 rounds. P/O Newling 240 rounds.

Weather. 3/10ths at 6,000 feet. Clear but slightly hazy above.
Our losses. Personnel - 1 killed Sgt Wadham. 1 wounded Sgt Thorpe.
Aircraft - 3 Hurricanes Cat.3 1 Hurricane Cat.3.

COMBAT REPORT:
P/O M A Newling — Red 1, A Flight, 145 Squadron

I was Red 1 leading 145 Squadron in company with 213 Squadron, when I sighted about 10
Mel109s flying above and towards me. I followed 213 Squadron which turned west, I was then
at 23,000 ft and started to climb in order to improve my relative position with enemy, and thus
became separated from 213 Squadron, which continued to patrol. While I was climbing rapidly
I lost touch with ‘B’ Flight, who were endeavouring to cover my rear. Shortly after this, while
climbing, my section was attacked from above by 2 Me109s which came out of the sun. I caught a
glimpse of one Me109 very close behind Red 2, and apparently just breaking away from an attack.
He dived away upwards and to the right exposing his under surface. [ immediately turned towards
him and fired from below a burst of 2 seconds. The E/A immediately appeared to stall and side-
slipped downwards out of control, and in my opinion would not have been able to recover. Having
already seen tracer bullets passing close by on my port side I broke away sharply downwards to
the left in a spiral dive and returned to base.

COMBAT REPORT:

RAF Casualties

Combat A, 12th October 1940 - 09.05 to 10.30 hours

RAF Casualties 12th October Combat A

72 Sqn Spitfire P9338 RN-G ‘Black Bess’ P/O H R Case — killed. Seen to leave the formation 5
miles east of Dover and found crashed at Hollingbury Farm, Capel-le-Ferne, Kent. Eyewitnesses reported
that the aircraft was ‘brought down by Messerschmitts’.

Herbert Robert Case (24)

Born: Withycombe, Somerset.

Joined the RAF in 1936.

Joined 72 Squadron 15th September 1940, from 64 Squadron.
Combat claims - none.

145 Sqn Hurricane P3896 Sgt P Thorpe — injured. Shot down by Me109s and fell in Blackbrooke
Wood, Guestling, East Sussex. Peter Thorpe baled out and was admitted to Buchanan Hospital, Hastings.
He did not fly again operationally.

145 Sqn Hurricane V7251 F/O P W Rabone — safe. Damaged by Me109s and returned to Tangmere,
but the aircraft was too badly damaged to be repaired.

145 Sqgn Hurricane V7426 Sgt J V Wadham — killed. Shot down by Me109s and fell at Coursehorn
Farm, Cranbrook, Kent.

John Victor Wadham (21)

Born: Isle of Wight.

Joined the RAF in 1938.

Joined 145 Squadron 30th July 1940.
Combat claims - none.

F/O P W Rabone — Yellow 1, A Flight, 145 Squadron

I was Yellow 1 flying 400 yds stepped down vics line-astern behind Red Section which was
leading squadron. 2 Mel09s approached out of the sun, No.l turning on to my tail and No.2
attacking Yellow 3 with quarter attack. I turned to attack No.2, lost sight of Yellow 3 and the 2
Me109s and myself flew in a tight circle, we flew for 20 secs in a circle, when No.2 tried to turn
out of circle. As he did so I delivered a burst of 2 secs from 100 yards. The attack was delivered
from port quarter and I gave slight deflection. The Me109 appeared to explode in the air, no black
smoke was seen, but plane spun downwards. No.1 then opened fire on me and I felt bullets hit
my aircraft. I flick half rolled and started to lose height by a skidding spiral, finally spinning to
10,000 ft. When I pulled out, I saw No.2 Me109 crash into sea and disappear about 5 miles off
coast near Dungeness. I then flew home low level. Both Me109s were blue nosed, and no cannon
fire was observed. The pilot did not bale out.

249 Sqn Hurricane V7313 GN-F  Adjutant G Perrin — wounded. Shot down by Me109s and crashed at
Wickhambreux, Kent. Frenchman, 23-year-old Georges Camille Perrin baled out with slight wounds to his
legs and was admitted to the Kent and Canterbury Hospital.

257 Sqn Hurricane P3704 P/O J Redman — safe. Crashed Saffrey Farm, Owens Court, Selling,
Kent. Hit an anti-glider pole head-on. The farmer recalled that the pilot was a bit shaken up and re-entered
the cockpit to switch something off — and fired a burst from the eight machineguns!

257 Sqn Hurricane R4195 P/O K C Gundry —wounded. Damaged by Me109s and landed at Detling.
24-year-old Kenneth Gundry was injured in his legs and thighs by shell splinters.



