
Left: Sgt Brown of 111 Squadron poses for the Press 
showing some nice details of the early Hurricane.

(A) is the spring loaded handhold which flips open 
when the foot step (B) is pulled down. Both are 
connected to each other by a bungee cable ensuring 
that they only work in connection with each other.  In 
other words, never model your Hurricane with the 
step down and the handhold closed or vice versa!

(C) is a section of the wing that was fabric covered 
on early aircraft.  This is why Brown is carefully 
standing inboard of it on the walkway strip (D).

The early unarmoured windscreen (E) is visible as 
are the early ‘kidney’ exhausts (F).

(G) is the pilot’s microphone cable and (H) is his 
much longer oxygen pipe which is draped around his 
neck.
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Opposite page: These early air to air photos show 
some  interesting points.

(J) is the small undercarriage door that filled the oleo 
hole, soon removed.  (K) is the early two pronged 
pitot tube and (L) is the retractable tailwheel without 
the ventral fairing. Note how the underwing serials 
don’t line up with the front or trailing edge of the 
wings.  The factory stencilling is easily visible on the 
Aluminium undersides.

Being pre-war, the roundels are painted in Bright 
Blue and Bright Red.16 17



Below: 3 Squadron was the second to receive the Hurricane and 
applied individual letters to them, possibly in Flight colours of red 
and blue, as seen in this photo taken on 20 June 1938 at Thornaby 
of L1570 ‘D’. This time they are refuelling the gravity tank.

Right:  Unfortunately, 3 Squadron’s home airfield of Kenley was 
too small at that time for the new fighter, so the Hurricanes were 
passed onto 73 Squadron. It immediately, painted a large 73 on the 
fins, red for ‘A’ Flight and blue for ‘B’ Flight.  The white arrowhead 
remained empty for quite some time as the squadron was awaiting 
official approval of its newly designed badge.  This approval finally 
arrived in December 1938 although by that time, squadron codes 
had been introduced.

Refuelling the port wing fuel tank of L1552 during the Press Day in March 1938. Points of interest are; (A) The small door that 
filled the oleo gap when the undercarriage was retracted.  This was soon removed leaving a diagonal gap at the top (inset 
right) before the main door was redesigned to be flat at the top.  (B) the ‘kidney’ exhausts which had simple slots in the side 
to let the exhaust gases out. These were soon replaced by ‘ejector’ exhausts that diverted the gases backwards to provide a 
small amount of extra thrust. (C) Is the bead for the basic ‘ring and bead’ gunsight.  This fitting remained in place on nearly 
all Hurricanes although it was very easy to remove if necessary. (D) are the inlet and outlet for the electrical generator cooling 
air. (E) is the connection hole for the hand cranking handle.
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In March 1938 a batch of 50 Hawker 
Hurricanes from L1576 to L1625 was 
selected to trial Dowding’s black and 
white undersurfaces identification 
markings. The Hawker factory duly 
started to apply the markings to this 
batch but for some reason only applied 
it to the fabric outer wing panels and 
not the centre section which was left in 
aluminium.  The error was quickly noted 
by Fighter Command and by around 
half way through the batch, it seems to 
have been corrected.  The photos on 
this page show L1582 and L1586 with 
the error.

Main photo: L1592 taking off from 
Brooklands with the Hawker Assembly 
Shed in the background next to the 
banked racing track.

THE FACTORY ERROR

Left: One of 111 Squadron’s first Hurricanes,: L1583 showing 
undercarriage detail, including (A) stowage of starting handle, (B) the 
compressed air cylinder for the pneumatic system, (C) the catchgear 
aperture for the starboard wheel, (D) the early five spoke wheel complete 
with Dunlop stencilled on it and (E) a small window through to the cockpit 
to allow the pilot to visually check his undercarriage is retracted. The pipe 
(F) is part of the coolant system.

Above: Rare detail of the retracting tailwheel housing only found on early 
Hurricanes.  This view also shows nicely the rudder control horn (G), 
normally hidden from view by the tailplane.
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HURRICANE L1599 ‘L’,56 SQUADRON, SUMMER 1938

Modeller’s notes

Aircraft:
Early pole aerial, possibly in Flight colour
No armoured windscreen
Early 2 pronged pitot tube
Ring and bead gunsight
2 Bladed wooden propeller
Spinner possibly in Flight colour
Fabric wings
One piece cowling ring
Kidney exhausts
Venturi tube
No ventral extension under fin
Retractable tailwheel
Small oleo doors

Colours:
‘A’ camouflage scheme
Black and White undersides
Blue white and red underwing roundels
Serial number black
Letter ‘L’ under exhausts
56 Squadron crest in arrowhead on fin

L1599 of 56 Squadron with the factory error undersides. Although it had a retractable tailwheel, many pilots chose to leave it down as it improved lateral stability.

Inset left: A rare photo of Hurricanes in flight with the tailwheels retracted.

Inset centre: A rare instrument face recovered from L1608 which housed the undercarriage indicator lights, including the small one at the bottom for the tailwheel.

Inset right: These early Hurricanes had the small oleo gap door (arrowed) which completely closed the rectangular gap at the top of the undercarriage leg when 
retracted. This was soon removed and the undercarriage door was redesigned to just leave a small triangular hole at the top.22 23



Left and below left: L1604 with the error, note the inside 
of the flaps were painted the same colour.

Below: L1600 with the error.

Bottom: The middle two aircraft of this group of 3 
Squadron Hurricanes have the factory error applied, the 
others have the standard aluminium undersides.

Three aircraft produced after the 
factory corrected the error;

Below: L1609, seen here in 
summer 1939 with 17 Squadron

Right: L1614 which spent 
its service career with 87 
Squadron, note the 14 on the 
nose, the last two digits of the 
serial number. Also visible is the 
early two pronged pitot tube 
(arrowed) which was fitted to 
the majority of the L series.

Far right: L1615 also served 
with 87 Squadron, it is seen 
here in a hangar at Debden.
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