
KG1 began to be formed in May 1939, and was named ‘Hindenburg’ 
after General Paul von Hindenburg of World War I fame. Equipped with 
the Heinkel He111, The Geschwader took part in the attacks on Poland 
on the outbreak of war and the ‘Blitzkrieg’ attacks on the Low Countries 
and France. When the Battle of Britain began KG1 was based on 
airfields in northern France under the command of Fliegerkorps I, part 
of Luftflotte 2. With the exception of III Gruppe – which moved back to 
Germany on 7 September to convert to the Ju88 – the Geschwader was 
in action throughout the Battle.

Battle of Britain Operations and Losses
KG1’s only recorded action in July took place on the 11th, when a single 
Staffel of He111s contributed to an attack on Portsmouth, without loss. 
The Geschwader took part in the attacks on Fighter Command’s airfields, 
which began in August, with the first recorded raid by approximately 
20 He111s of II/KG1 on the16th, again without loss. A much larger 
raid was launched against Kenley and Biggin Hill on 18 August, with 
an estimated 60 He111s of all three Gruppen of KG1 taking part, but 
on this occasion, there were losses with one He111 destroyed and one 
damaged. All three Gruppen were part of a large-scale attack on airfields 
at Farnborough and Biggin Hill on 30 August, and suffered their worst 
casualties to date, with five He111s destroyed

In September the focus shifted to London, and II Gruppe took part in 
a raid on the Tilbury Docks on the 1st. One He111 was shot down and 
one damaged. Three days later 18 He111s of III/KG1 attacked the Short 
Brothers aircraft factory at Rochester without losses. I and II Gruppen, 
with approximately 50 He111s, took part in the first massed daylight 
attack on London on 7 September, but despite the large fighter escort 
two KG1 He111s were destroyed and one damaged.

Two days later I and II Gruppe returned to London, losing one He111, with 
two more aircraft damaged. The London docks were I and II Gruppen’s 
target on 11 September, but on this occasion the escort, low on fuel, were 
forced to turn for home early, and KG1 suffered the consequences, with 
four He111s destroyed and two damaged. The Geschwader took part in the 
last large-scale daylight attack on London on 15 September, but had only 
one casualty, with one He111 returning with damage.

Faced with heavy losses in the daylight raids on London and other 
targets, like other bomber Geschwader, KG1 switched to nighttime raids. 
Although the losses were reduced during late September and October, 
KG1 lost 15 He111s, with 10 more damaged from AA fire, fighter attack, 
and other causes – with nighttime take-offs and landings increasing the 
number of accidents. III Gruppe returned to Germany in early September 
for conversion to the Ju88, returning in November. All three Gruppen 
continued the nighttime attacks on London and other cities into 1941, 
before relocating to Germany in preparation for the attack on Russia.
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Kampfgeschwader 1    V4  

GRUPPE A/C ARRIVED DEPARTED AIRFIELD LUFTFLOTTE
Stab He111 11/06/1940 06/09/1940 Amiens/Glis 2
Stab He111 07/09/1940 10/04/1941 Rosières-en-Santerre 2
I He111 11/06/1940 01/01/1941 Montdidier 2
II He111 11/06/1940 10/09/1940 Amiens/Glisy 2
II He111 11/09/1940 28/10/1940 Rosières-en-Santerre 2
III He111 01/07/1940 07/09/1940 Rosières-en-Santerre 2

AIRCREW ALL COMBAT OTHER
Killed 55 44 11
Injured 21 18 3
POW 53

AIRCRAFT ALL COMBAT AA OTHER
Destroyed 38 19 6 13
Damaged 22 7 2 13

3/KG1 4/KG1

5/KG1 6/KG1 7/KG1

Above: For at least some time in the Battle, II/KG1 Heinkels wore IV/KG1 codes, as can be 
seen here with V4+LV carrying the 5 Staffel emblem.
Below: KG1 aircraft were often seen with the white diamond emblem on the fin.
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GRUPPE A/C ARRIVED DEPARTED AIRFIELD LUFTFLOTTE
Stab Do17 03/07/1940 01/11/1940 Saint-Léger 2
I Do17 03/07/1940 08/03/1941 Epinoy 2
II Do17 03/07/1940 17/11/1940 Saint-Léger 2
III Do17 03/07/1940 26/03/1941 Cambrai-Süd 2

AIRCREW ALL COMBAT OTHER
Killed 121 88 33
Injured 89 83 6
POW 65

AIRCRAFT ALL COMBAT AA OTHER
Destroyed 71 47 7 17
Damaged 48 41 3 4

AIRCREW LOSSES
Killed = Red 
Wounded = Yellow
PoW = Green

Kampfgeschwader 2 “Holzhammer” (wooden hammer) was formed in 
May 1939, equipped with the Dornier Do17Z. After war broke out, the 
Geschwader took part in operations against Poland, the Low Countries 
and France, and all units were based in airfields in northern France by 
early July, commanded by II Fliegerkorps, part of Luftflotte 2.

Battle of Britain Operations and Losses
Approximately 40 Do17s of I and III Gruppen took part in one of the 
first actions of the Battle of Britain, attacking Convoy BREAD off the 
Kent coast during the afternoon of 10 July. Although they had an escort 
of Me109s and Me110s, five squadrons of Hurricanes and Spitfires 
attacked the Dorniers and I Gruppe lost three aircraft with two more 
damaged. Two days later three Do17s of III Gruppe attacked Convoy 
BOOTY off the Suffolk coast, but two were shot down into the sea. 
KG2 attacked more convoys on the 24th and 29th of July, and on 11 
August, before the Luftwaffe changed tactics, and began raids on Fighter 
Command’s airfields.

Approximately 20 Do17s of I Gruppe attacked Lympne airfield early in 
the morning of 12 August, escorted by an estimated 50 Me109s, and had 
no losses. They returned in the afternoon to take part in the attack on 
Manston airfield, and again a large fighter escort prevented casualties. 
A third mission was mounted in the evening with an estimated 80 
Do17s from all three Gruppen attacking Hawkinge and Lympne. On 
this occasion five squadrons of Spitfires and Hurricanes attacked the 
Luftwaffe formations and four of the Dorniers were badly damaged. All 
of them returned to France but three were written-off in crash landings.

The 13th of August was the date set for Adlertag (Eagle Day), the starting 
point for Adlerangriff* (Eagle attack). But the opening day started badly 
for the Luftwaffe and for KG2 in particular. All three Gruppen, plus the 
Stabsstaffel took to the air at 05.00 and headed north for their target at 
Eastchurch airfield. However, the morning operation was postponed 
because of deteriorating weather conditions, but only I Gruppe and the 
Me110 escort received the recall, leaving the rest of the formation of 
approximately 55 Do17s to complete the mission without any fighters 
to defend them. Kommodore Fink took advantage of the cloud cover 
and KG2 managed to bomb Eastchurch before any RAF fighters could 
intervene. But three squadrons of Hurricanes and Spitfires soon arrived 
and five of the Dorniers were destroyed, with seven damaged.

KG2’s airfield attacks continued throughout August, with Hornchurch 
attacked on the 16th and on the 26th, and Debden hit as well. Duxford 
and Debden were the targets on the 31st, while North Weald was 

attacked on 3 September, and Biggin Hill on the 5th. But during this 
period losses had been heavy, with 39 Do17s destroyed and 25 damaged 
between 16 August and 5 September.

With Luftwaffe Intelligence reporting that most of Fighter Command’s 
airfields in the south were now non-operational, the focus shifted to 
London, with Adolf Hitler authorizing raids on the capital in response to 
Bomber Command’s attacks on Berlin. The first massed daylight attack 
began on 7 September, and 69 Do17s of KG2 were part of a formation 
of almost 1,000 Luftwaffe aircraft that headed for London. With the 
RAF defences surprised by the change in tactics, and overwhelmed by 
the scale of the attack, most of the bomber units suffered few losses, 
with one Do17 of KG2 destroyed, and two returning with damage. 
Approximately 30 Do17s of II and III Gruppe returned to London the 
following day as part of a much smaller formation, but on this occasion 
three aircraft were shot down and two damaged.

An estimated 40 Do17s of II and III Gruppe took part in the last large-
scale daylight raid on London on 15 September – now commemorated 
as Battle of Britain Day. It was to prove to be KG2’s most costly 
operation of the Battle, with eight Do17s destroyed and six damaged. 
In the face of these heavy losses most of the bomber Geschwader 
switched to nighttime raids, for which the greatest danger was AA fire, 
and the hazards of nighttime take-offs and landings. KG2 lost five more 
Do17s from enemy action during the rest of September and nine more 
destroyed and one damaged in October. KG2 continued with nighttime 
operations against British cities during the period known as “The Blitz”, 
before relocating to airfields in Germany and Poland in March-April 
1941 to prepare for the Balkans campaign and the attacks on Russia.

*Adlerangriff (Eagle attack) was a series of Luftwaffe operations 
planned to take control of the skies above southern England by attacking 
airfields, and Radar stations, and forcing the RAF fighters into combats 
in which they would be overwhelmed by the much larger formations of 
Luftwaffe fighters.

Kampfgeschwader 2   U5  

4/KG2 5/KG2 6/KG2  I/KG2

KG2 Dorniers carried this diagonal stripe on the nose in varying thicknesses, usually in 
the Gruppe colour.
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AIRCRAFT LOSSES
Fighter Action = Blue
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JULY AUGUST SEPTEMBER OCTOBER
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GRUPPE A/C ARRIVED DEPARTED AIRFIELD LUFTFLOTTE
Stab Do17 01/06/1940 01/03/1941 Le Culot 2
I Do17 01/06/1940 01/03/1941 Le Culot 2
II Do17 01/06/1940 01/03/1941 Antwerpen-Deurne 2
III Do17 01/06/1940 28/03/1941 Sint-Truiden 2

AIRCREW ALL COMBAT OTHER
Killed 89 63 26
Injured 71 62 9
POW 47

AIRCRAFT ALL COMBAT AA OTHER
Destroyed 57 36 2 19
Damaged 35 24 2 9

AIRCREW LOSSES
Killed = Red 
Wounded = Yellow
PoW= Green

Kampfgeschwader 3 ‘Blitz’ began to be formed in May 1939, operating 
the Dornier Do17Z. Like most of the bomber Geschwader, KG3 took 
part in the campaigns against Poland, the Low Countries and France, 
before the Stabsstaffel and all three Gruppen were established in airfields 
in Belgium, commanded by II Fliegerkorps, part of Luftflotte 2. They 
remained there until March 1941.

Battle of Britain Operations and Losses
KG3 did not take part in the initial attacks on the British convoys 
sailing through the Channel, and appears to have engaged in armed 
reconnaissance flights with single aircraft. A Do17 of II Gruppe was shot 
down into the sea on 10 July, with the loss of the four-man crew, and a I 
Gruppe aircraft was damaged the following day. III Gruppe suffered its 
first casualty on 8 August, when a single Dornier was shot down off the 
coast at Lowestoft.

Having played a minimal role in the early days of the Battle of Britain, 
on 15 August all three Gruppen, described as 88 Do17s, joined by the 
Do17s of KG2 and guarded by approximately 130 Me109s, headed 
for airfield targets in Kent. KG2 turned back early, bombing Dover as 
a target of opportunity, but KG3 pressed on and bombed Eastchurch, 
while at Rochester they hit the runway, hangars, and the Short Brothers 
factories. But the Geschwader paid a heavy price, with four aircraft 
destroyed and four damaged. The following day approximately 40 
Do17s of KG3 targeted the Tilbury docks in the Thames Estuary, and 
returned with no losses. On 30 August 30 Do17s of III Gruppe returned 
to Eastchurch but, again, poor visibility prevented the target from 
being hit, and the Gruppe had one aircraft shot down. On 26 August 12 
Do17s took part in a decoy mission, with the intention of drawing RAF 
fighters into the air to face the escort of approximately 150 Me109s. 
The plan worked, but the Dorniers were attacked by the Defiants of 
264 Squadron, plus four squadrons of Spitfires and Hurricanes. Five of 
the Dorniers were destroyed and one damaged – half of the formation. 

Two days later I Gruppe with 23 Do17s returned to Eastchurch in the 
early morning, and on this occasion their bombs did fall on the airfield 
and its associated buildings. Later in the day II and III Gruppe with 
approximately 30 Do17s, bombed and damaged Rochford airfield. Two 
of the Dorniers were destroyed and one damaged.

Hornchurch airfield on the eastern outskirts of London was the target 
on 31 August for approximately 30 Do17s of I and II Gruppe. The were 
part of a coordinated attack that included raids on Biggin Hill, and on 
Croydon airfield by bomb-carrying Me110s and Me109s of Erpr.Gr.210. 
Despite a large escort of over 200 Me109s, RAF fighters mounted a 
spirited defence and KG3 had four aircraft destroyed and five damaged. 
Similar losses were incurred two days later when approximately 20 
Do17s of III Gruppe attacked Gravesend airfield and the nearby docks. 
Three of the Dorniers were destroyed and one damaged.

All three Gruppen with 73 Do17s took part in the first large-scale 
daylight attack on London on 7 September, involving over 300 bombers 
and 600 fighters. Their principal target was the oil storage tanks at 
Thames Haven, plus London docks to the west. The large number of 
escort fighters helped to reduce KG3’s losses, with one aircraft destroyed 
and three damaged. Just 18 Do17s of II Gruppe took part in the attack 
on London on 15 September – now commemorated as Battle of Britain 
Day. The RAF squadrons mounted a maximum effort and in KG3’s case 
this led to the destruction of six Dorniers, with four more damaged, a 
casualty rate of greater than 50%.

In the face of these heavy losses KG3, like other bomber Geschwader, 
switched to nighttime raids, although the occasional daytime sortie was 
still mounted if weather conditions provided the cloud cover that could 
be used to avoid RAF fighters. Virtually all of KG3’s losses towards 
the end of September and into October were the result of accidents and 
mechanical failure. KG3 continued flying on nighttime attacks on British 
cities until the Geschwader was withdrawn to Germany in March 1941 for 
conversion to the Ju88, and to begin preparations for the attacks on Russia.

Kampfgeschwader 3   5K  

4/KG3 5/KG3 6/KG3 7I/KG3 8/KG3 9/KG3Stab/KG3

Two KG3 Dorniers of the Stab Staffel, carrying the city of Elbing’s 
coat of arms.  This emblem was adopted when the unit was 
formed in the city.
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