
Left: The controls and equipment for the ‘Jostle’ radio jamming set at one of the special operator positions.  Jostle 
was a high powered jammer which was designed to flood all enemy radio frequencies with interference via a very 
high powered transmitter.

 Below: Fortress II SR384/BU-A of 214 Squadron seen at Oulton on 25 May 1944. It was lost that night on its 14th 
mission, with two of the crew killed and seven PoW. It was the first RCM Fortress lost. Again the gun positions 
have been sealed. Points of interest are, (A), the aircraft letter on the over-painted panel of the nose. (B), the dozen 
mission symbols, (C), small chutes for dropping ‘Window’,  (D) and (E) are the two ABC aerials, making this one of 
the only known photos of an RAF B-17 with ABC aerials fitted. Both aerials were the same size but as the rear aerial 
was mounted to the side on a lower part of the fuselage, it appears shorter.  Note there is no Mandrel III aerial under 
the fuselage as this was introduced in August 1944, and no H2S blister under the nose.

Left: An excellent close-up of the twin .50cal tail gun mounting, with flash eliminators. The aerial is for the Monica Mk.IIIA tail warning radar, offset to port.  

Right: The receiving aerials for Monica (arrowed) can be seen on the fin of this experimental B-17. Monica went through many improved versions but was quickly 
switched off in September 1944 when it was discovered that German night fighters could home in on the transmissions.

D
E A

B

C

60 61



 

Modeller’s notes

• Dark Earth/Dark Green camouflage top surfaces.

• Smooth Night undersides, sides and tail surfaces; straight demarcation.

• Early rear gun position.

• H2S nose radome.

• ‘Window’ dispensing chutes beneath beam gun positions.

• Large Jostle IV aerial above mid fuselage.

• Piperack whip aerials on wings.

• Mandrel III aerial under fuselage.

• Carpet III ‘fish hook’ aerials ‘might’ have been fitted at some point.

• Other aerials highlighted in images.

• On 214 Squadron many fuselage windows were over-painted. 

• Nose gun mountings plated over.

• Probably staggered gun positions.

FORTRESS III, KH999 BU-W, 214 SQN, OULTON, SPRING 1945

Main: Seen over Norfolk in the spring of 1945, Fortress III KH999/BU-W of 214 Squadron shows the position of the codes and 
markings as well as the camouflage pattern. The top turret has its guns pointing at the camera aircraft. The single Jostle IV mast 
is well shown as are the ‘Window’ chutes beneath the waist gun positions. The white of the roundel appears wider due to camera 
shake. Note the large gap (A) between the Perspex nose and the front of the H2S blister.  Some model kits have the H2S blister 
directly behind the nose Perspex with no gap in-between.  The attachment points for the Piperack whip aerials on the wings can just 
be seen (arrowed).

Inset: The first of the ex-USAAF B-17Fs to join 214 Squadron was Fortress II SR376/BU-C, seen at Sculthorpe around early March 
1944. It was never fitted for the RCM role (note the lack of aerials), but was one of three employed for crew training.  Note the very 
small fin flash. 

Above: Two Fortress IIs seen at Sculthorpe soon after transfer to 214 Squadron from the 
USAAF, and still in Olive Drab and Neutral Gray colours. They retain the ventral turrets and 
are yet to have RCM mods. The further aircraft is SR389/BU-P that flew 14 missions before 
being withdrawn in January 1945. 
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Below: Fortress III HB774/BU-G was delivered to 214 Squadron on 7 June 
1944 and served to the end of the war, flying 44 missions. The Jostle IV mast 
(A) is clearly visible, as is the large Mandrel III aerial (B) beneath the fuselage. 

Left: A front view of a Fortress III also showing the prominent vertical Mandrel 
III aerial with two Carpet III ‘fish hook’ aerials (arrowed) either side.

Below: Seen in storage post war, Fortress III KJ101/BU-H flew five missions 
with 214 Squadron.  It is fitted with Piperack whip aerials on the wing, one of 
the attachment points is arrowed. The tail gun position is of the old type.

Right: The dorsal ‘Jostle’ aerial is prominent on Fortress III HB817/BU-G of 
214 Squadron, photographed at Oulton soon after delivery on 16 March 1945. 
It flew 12 missions before the end of the war. The sharp demarcation of the 
camouflage is well shown.
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